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11 DTP - the
full story

Appearances are important. How a
page looks may determine whether
you read it. DTP can make all the

difference but which package best
guits your needs? Richard Fairhurst
keeps you paged.

20

COMPETITION!

How can you get into publishing? It's easy! You need your CPC, a

17 Parados on
parade

Richard Wildey calls the Parados ROM to
stand up straight and be counted and
sounds the Last Post for the rank and file
CPC operating systems.

A stranger in Parados? Win
W ene ond cxplore for yourself!

Make it big in
the world of
fonts and
DTP with
Micro-
Design
Extra -
froo!

printer, a target audience, and something to say. Got all that? Then all
you need is a DTP package. Enter our competition and you might even get that for fres!

NORTH AND SOUTH
This American Civil War

simulation /arcode game is ‘rather
wonderful’ occording to our tape editor.
In foct it's so exciting Richord Fairhurst
lost sleep and blood bottling to get if for
you, Oh, ond AA owarded it o
Mastergame in 1991.

IMAGEPRINT

Perk up your printouts with this print
enhancer utility. Tronsform your text
with o smart sans serif typefoce.
Customise your current design or create
new fonts with the font editor.

AMSCENE
DIRECTORY

The CPC ‘Yellow Pages’ only much more
environmentally-friendly, of course.

On your covertape...

Turn to page 5 now! |

Regulars
3. What's happening

What have Simon Forrester's granmy and
Bonza's Scrapyard gofb to do with the
CPC? s it as tenuous as it seems? And,
have you won a copy of BrunWord?

4 Reaction

Be famous or provocative for 30 days.

5 Serious action!
North and South — this means war! And
battle wath dull layouts with imagepant

9 Classifieds

Small, but not insignificant, reader ads

| 1| 20 competitiont

Mo need to pay to display! Win one of
three copées of MicroDesign Extra!

24 Back issues

Your backup in your hours of nead.

Serious stuff |
10 Basically basic

Twist codes round your fittle finger.

16 Assembly line

It's chipper. improve that old block game.

19 Hardware
Develop your software, huat POKES...
There's 5o much you czn do with Hackit.

21 Techy forum
Richard Fairburst ‘mong’tors your colour
printing problems; presents a project
to build an A38; and goes shopping.

Leisure zone
6 Public image

Donner und Bitzent It's the return of
Rundschiag! Also Brains & Brawn, side B.

8 Cheat mode
From Giff to Wild West Seymour via
Chuckie Egg- Keep a plastic bag handy!

15 Further reading
‘ate it or love it, your CPC that is, 8BIT
is the fanzine to reckon with. Also, the
start of a series of DTP tips.

AA118 on sale:

Thursday,
22 June, 1995
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8BIT smart

Brian Watson, founder and editor of
8BIT fanzme (Further reading, AALLB,
page 9) has announced changes for
the multiformat fanzine that's fast
finding its feet in the market. it's also
been reviewed in this month's Further
reading. see page 11.

Due to the increased cost of paper
and pricling, the cover price will fisa
from £} to £1.25. This will be offset
by 3 rise in prodiecton quality: & new
paper stock making for a heawier,
more durable magazine.
Commendably, this guality increase
was previously subsidised by the profit
made though the launch ssees.

Subscribers will continue to get
their 1ssues for the ongingd £1 price
fag. Subscribers can akso put a small
ad in the magazine connecting them
with the world of 8-bit users

However, AA readers can coatine
to by 8T for £1 per issue. Samphy
mention you saw this ikem in A when
you order..,

A bEck iSSUE SBrVICE IS mow
avadable for those who have micsed
the first four issues. They cost £1.25
each {they're reprints, misers). Eut
issue 1 is available free when you
arder it with another.

A viell as the regulars for which
the fanzine has become known, iSsue
5 also contains a hot News SCoop
{what? = Ed] that we shan't spoil by
stealing (0%, go on— Ed). Oh, efcs
be blowed —we've goi room (Yay! -
Edl. Thayve just found out thal...
MNote: don't send cash by post - use
cheques or postal orders enly. Brian
Watson, BEIT, Harrowdon, 39 High Streot,
Sution-in-the-iske, Ely, Cambs CBE ZRA.

AA Reader Survey questionnaires.
now... Heary Bennett from
on-Trent, and Ray Powell from

kFtmgieryone who replied.
R

CompuServe-ice
Those of you who screamed when you
recened your first Internet access bil
will be pleased to hear of
CompuServe's new pricing scheme.
You get three free howrs of
unrestncted Infermet access per
manth inchuded n the cost of
membership (£6.50/monthl. You
CoUld save a5 much as 87% on your
CompuServe bill. You also get free
access to 120 basic services, such
a5 news, weather and sport

I you arent already ondine turn to
the back page. immediately, to order
& back issue of AALDS. This is the
essential guide to getting youwr CPC in
touch with the whole wired world.
CompuServe = 0800 2B937E [voice mail.
oF www.compuserve.com [web pagel, or
e-mail networkinfolcis. compuserve com.

Get hammered

As my granny used to say to me, you
can never have too many PD libranes.
Were she not 80, she'd pemp for joy
ta hear that 3 new Liverpool-based
Wbrary, namely Hammer PD has
opened its hetler b to the public.
The hbrary also deals in Spectrum
software, so owoers of That Other
Amistrad Machne can buy software.

The scene of the
prime...

«.and up-te-date CPC contacts is now on your Covertape. Please help

keep it current and informative by sending us changes and/or details
for inclusion to Amscene Directory, Amstrad Action, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Avon BAL ZBW or e-mail them to us, putting ‘Amscens
Directory” in the subject line, to aa@futurenet.co.uk.

For a catalogue send £1 plus 3
tape to Hammer PD mentioning that
you own an Amstrad {so that the
catalogue i in the comrect formath,
Hammer PO, 43 Gwydir Stroet, Toxteth,
Liverpeol LE 3TL

Tres Bon-xzo0
CPC veterans will remember the

senes of powerlul Bonzo backup
utiities produced by Nemesis in the

eighties, which saved the kves of disc-

owning tape users everywhere. There
was also a monthly Bonze newsletter
and now Bonzo's Scrapyard is
refurming {o your mats, on an
nocasgnal’ basis, under the
editorship of one Dave Calena,

For a copy, send them an Ad SAE
plus an exira first class stamp.
Bomro's Scrapyand, 29 Chapter Road,
Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 3PX
= 01634 724262 (8. 30pm - 10.30pm).

owners’ of Hommer PD, sent
us this poster. H the project
“hits home’ why not support
it? See ‘Get hammered’.

Be a
supporter

hen you thumb idly through

this issue of Amstrad
Action bear in mind that it's a
magazine of over ten years
standing. The wribers on board
have been with the machine from
the start and a lot of you, the A4
readers, ara veterans, too.

When a computer like the CPC
reachas this point in its Iife, the
commarcial markat doesn't really
want to know. We'va seen the gap
in the market left by the big
companies as they pull out, and
we've reached the era of the
smaller, independent software
house, run by CPC fans.

What's our paint? Well, the
software you see advertised in the
magazine is undoubtedly of a
higher guality = the games are
written by programmars who spent
years learning to push the
machine to the limits, and the
serious software is written by
peaple who know where the CPC's
strengths lie, and, how to tackle
the problems of lack of speed and
power. Similarly, the fanzine
editors and PD librarians know the
machine and its supporters so well
that thay can ensura tha highest
guality of content for their libraries
and fanzines.

Mot everyone has to be that
supportive of the machine, though.
Someone has to be a customer
and buy the software the
dedicated programmers produce.
If you don't, the people still out
there will give up as well.

So, as you thumb through this
month's AA, think about buying
some of the great things reviewed
within it - and be one of the people
who suppaorts the CPC, not one of
those who asks where all the
support has gone.

The AA team

Ad Sales Executive Rob Bennett
Publisher Simon Stansfield

Jaint H-ungin’ Director Greg Ingham
Chairman Nick Alexander

Preduction Jayne Owen

Ad Design Cherry Coad

Circulation Manager Jon Bickley

Costributiond Are oaly sccepted on the basis of hull
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Simon Forrester picks the letters and holds the authors up
to ridicule. To retaliate or suffer the same fate write to
Reaction, Amstrad Action, 30 Monmovuth Street, Bath,
Avon BA1 2BW or e-mail us at aa@futurenet.co.uk.

PD warrior

I've come to the conclusion that you're making
quite a mistake regarding PD software - you've
always bottled PD up in a certain section of the
magazine. | guess this was all very well in

1990 when you had no shortage of commercial
software, but it seems foolish now considering
how often decent full-price software (games
sspeclally] are released.

You have always almost attacked PD with
the wsual 'if it's cheap, it's crap” psychelegy by
always reviewing PD in a small section of the
magazine rather than as commercial software
that happens to be free. As well as labelling FD
software, before it is even seen as not as good
as commercial, this also discourages people
from entering their program into the public
domain as they know nobody will hear of them
and if they do, they won't think of the
programmer as being any good.

You also seem to hand over PD reviews to
somebody else as if they aren't good enough
for the full-time AA staff who review full-price
software. ls that what you think or do you
prefer people to think you think that?

Perhaps the reason you treat PD the way
you do ks because you never actually see any,
just leaving it for a freelancer to go through
like it's not worth bothering about, Okay, there
it rubbish roaming around PD libraries too,
but, please don't try to tell me that all full-price
games are brilliant, because they're not. All |
am asking for is equal treatment for software
that the programmers have generously not put
a price tag on.

Thanks for the great mag otherwise.
Malcolm Dowse, Dublin

Yap — that's about the shape of it

Serioushy though, Malcolm, | Brink you've got us
wrong. The reason fullpriced software gets more
space than PD soffware 15 because if costs more -
iff you were paying £10 for sormething, you'd want to
read a fzr more indepth review than if you were
getting something for free. If you buy rubbish FD
you've wasted £1, not £10.

The fact that we hand it over to a freelancer
doesn't mean we can't be bothered to look at if, pst
that we prefer to have a PD expert reviewing it. 'We
do the same with Techy forum, Cheat mode, and
mast other sections of the mag because we feel the
Amsirad Action specialist freelancers are the best
people for the job.

Fulkprice games aren't abways better - PD
software makes a massive contrioution to the CPC's
software base, more 5o than the majority of
commercial software nowadays. We wouldn’t want
to give AA over to PD reviews, though, as we feel
there's a lot more to cover in these pages as well,

Orthodox geeks

My name iz John and my pseudo is JFMC. I'm a
member of the Greek demo group Chaos.

June 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION

Ho 5.E.X. please, we're Greek.

I'd like to comment on the review of 5.E.X,
in AA113 [Public image, page &). Please don't
criticise the Greek CPC scene or think it's
inactive bacause of stupid or childish people.
The Chaos group is serious about the CPC and
wea're trying to organise the CPC scene despite
the immature contingent.

John Fellides, Athens

(oh = harsh words there from Athens. Though we
stand by what Keith Woods said i his 5.E.X. review,
we don't have anything against the Greek CPC
ceeng. bn fact, if everyone in Greece could write o
we might find an excuse to come over to Greece
2nd intervew you. Yep, we love the Greek scene.

A lot of people have told us how hard it is to
keep in touch with other users and companses
featured in A4, f you're overseas, so it's time we did
somathing about it. i any organisations in Europe
want to send ther details in to ws, we'll run a
feature and give you the indispensable CPC
guide to Europe.

Oz-tracised?
I'm an Australian Amstrad user who's
disappointed to hear that Amstrad have
just pulled out of Australia, an
unfortunate turn for us CPC fans.
Is there any way | can run CPC

software on my PC?

Secondly, are there any user groups
or contacts in Australia?
Martin 0"Connor, Victoria, Australia

To be honest, you shouldat waorry about what
Amstrad do. They stopped supporting the CPC a

Dizxy = not everyene is a fan.

long teme ago, and it didn’t affect the users, the
scene, of this magazme. We'll include Australia in
our roundup (see ‘Orthodox geeks') if amyone wants
o get = touch, and you' find out jst how much is
still gomg an i your country.

Get connected

Following the advice in your recent comms
feature, | went out and bought a modem and
R$232 interface second-hand.

I've spent a long time on bulletin boards and
the Net, but can't access the Futurenet World
Wide Web pages to read all about Amstrad
Action. Why isn't there an AA bulletin board for
peaple with modems to ring?

Lee Archer, Bristol

Good guestion — why haven't we got an A4 bulletn
board?! That a8 depends how many péople fiave
modems, doesn't 7 If you'd ke to use an 44 BBS,
write in and let us koow — of we gat endugh requests,
we'll look into it.

Covertape queries
1 | have the superb driving game Continental
Circus, but have encountered oneg small
problem. No matter how many times | reach
Japan, | can't seem to complete it. Can you
help me by giving me a keypress cheat for it?
2 Whatever happened to the Fantasy World
Dizzy solution?
3 Both the Amstrad Action covertapas 47 and
49 were not a litde disappointing. Thanks for
Thtus the Fox, though!
4 Please can you put Purple Saturn Day on the
covertape? I'd ask for Bloodwych but |
understand you're having trouble getting it.
Keep up the good work — AA is great.
Roger Gomes, London.

1 Mo.

2 From what | remember, we took one look at the
first set of Oizzy solutions, realised that they were
deathily dull for all but the most ardent Dizzy fan, and
decided not to run
the-next one. | hate
Dizzy, anyway.

3 We atways try to
get the best games
on the tapes, but
they're never to
absalutely
everyone's liking. If
you've got any
suggestions, bet us
know and we'll see
what we can do.

4 Purple Saturn Day is, unfortunately, desc-onhy,
making it fairly impractical for use on the covertape.
Az for Bloodwych, the search continues. It's a great
game, and if we can get it for a tape we will,

If it’s worth saying...

t's worth saying well. [| dont think well be done
for abuse of copyright on that one...] All in all,
we've had a good round of letters this month, so

if you have any comments, queries, gripes or
announcements, this is your page and your
opportunity to voice them.

If you want your letter to get printed there
are some points worth remembering:
@ talk about something original, or

@ something topical.

We are particularly interested in:
® your cxploits on the Met (achleved using your
CPC, of course|;
® any new things you've got your CPC to do, or
in @ any general CPC gossip.
Any letters about the Stormiord, the size of the
mag, the lack of games coverage or the decline
of the CPC in the shops will be ritually barnt.
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Richard Fairhurst takes a
trip into American history
with this month’s covertape
but still finds time to
smarten vp his image.

B L wige il
WPRE L s lead

Cherualer: §
Maigan¥ A

Avoid drofts, vse Imageprint to impreve
the guallty of your print-outs.

Rebol PD

fi'you rave a.Spin dot-matriy printer, you know how
shoddy the mutput can sometimes be. Draft qualty
15 fine for Bstings but ktfhe else. And nearletter
Guahty-.. wed, although you rmight use & for 2 letter
fo Great Aunt Agatha. it's not the best way of
comnaneng your bank manager that you really could

directory

1

co with an 8000 loan, especialy if your
printer's an Amsirad DMP modal,

Enter imagePrint. By intercepting all the
information sent to the printer and replacing
it with s own, custom-designed font (by
Geoff Shortl, # miakes your printed output

presentable; for once,
The standard Epson codes for bold,

italics, and underlining are understood, ag
are those for pica, eSite, and proportional
spacing {afthough, as usual, bear in mind that
your word processos’s ustihcaton faciity won't
co-operate with proportona spacing). i you're
bored with the standard font, imagePrint even

COVERTAPE )

has a ulility to design your own. Note that each
character needs to be defined twice — once for
the normal font, and once in takcs:

Once imagePrint has loaded, type BP.0N to
enable it, and IF.OFF to retum to nommal printing.
it's compatible with all word processors (such as
Protext] which wse the CPC's standard print routing.

Infogrames

in AABG, we awarded North and South Mastergama
status, with @ rating of 91%. AA reader Nicholas
Campivel of Newtonards, Northemn fraland, cays it's
his favourite game...

It's 1861 wm America (they ahvays were a bit
betand the times) and the mghton Abraham Lincoin
has decreed the abolition of slawery. The folks in the
Deep South (home o dotible-chocolate Mississippi
Mud Pie. Dalias and RLE.M.) aren’t too chuffed and
have formed the Confederacy. Needless to say,
Lincolr's men don't realy want 1o see half of the
States break away..,

Thus was bom the American Cral War.

Once you've chosen your game controls, the
ophions screen appear. You can then click imove the
peanter and press Firel] on;

@ the characiers - io select the difficulty lsvel,

& the fiag behind them - to select which side you
want to play and also on;

@ e three small pictures at the top to turn

and koad any program.

Loading instructions
Insert side A of the tape, type ITAPE I you're a disc drive owner, and then press CTRL and ENTER.
The fape menu loads. Using cursor keys and ENTER to select, you can transfer the contents to disc

Loading troubles?
If vour tape says ‘Read error a' or ‘Read error b', our duplicators, Ablex, are the people to contact.
Write to Ablex Audio Video Lid, Harcourt, Halesfield 14, Telford, Shropshire TF7 408, enclosing your
tape, your name and address, a description of the problem and what CPC you use.
However, if the covertape loads okay but you are still having problems, don't shout at Ablex,
instend write to Covertape Clinic, Techy Forum, Amstrad Action, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon
BAl ZBW or e-mail us at aa@futurenst co uk putting ‘covertape’ in the subject Ene.

Herth and South - the cptions screen. Gat your new
identity here. And have a yoankes doodle of a day.

‘disasters’ {indians, storm clouds, and Earopean
reinforcements) on or off.

If you don't want to.play the arcade sequences,
click on the small pictures below them. Finally, click
on 'Ga’ 1o start the game proper.

T mowve wour armies frorm state to state; simply
click on their current focation, followed by the one
you wish to'move them to. Moving them on to
another of your armies merges them into one, more
powerful force, whife maving them on fo your
apponent’s armies causes a batile. [Use the key
you've defined for ‘select’ to switch betwaen
infantry, cavalry and cannons.

Should you require more troops you need five
bags of gold. Get these by possessing two towns,
and a railroad mk between them, You can conguer
towns from the enemy in an arcade sequence,
where your objective is o reach the flag at the far
end of the fort before your time runs out.

Finally, if you have conguered Sauth Caroling and
the appropriate opfion is switched on, your army
occasionally receives a ship of European
reafoscements, which can't be bad.

Exchanging ‘Civilities” in North and South,
whith we awarded Mastergame stotus.

June 1925 AMISTRAD ACTION



Keith Woods was shattered playing Crack-It but recovered
to write a round-up of the CPC PD magazine, Rundschlag.

Brains & Brawn = Side B
By Hevin Heywood
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" Crack-lt: you urs allowsd five aMempts and no passes.

1 Crack-It

Crackdt is basically a clone of the old game
Mastermund, that is, the one without the funny
Icelandic bloke questioning train spotters. Instead,
thelcomputer chooses, in order, six coloured
spheres from a choice of 12 and you have to guess
what colours have been put where.

=2.09.0.0 0.0
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' Boat Crack-it: win a ‘Megnus’ of champers.

After each guess, the computer tells you
which spheres you got complelely right, which
¥ chose cormmectly but put in the wrong
place and which aren't included. The aim
i5 1o guess the place and colour of all
six spheres in just fve attempis.

Unfortunately, a mers fve
attempts makes this version
of Mastermind just a litte
too difficit for my
liking. A< well as
apphying logic,
you need a

Ol N 00—

EREFE
ell @
X
o

fair bet of luck to crack the code. The incluson of
different shll levels, which would aliow you 1o set the
number of chances wou gat, would have made this
rather average clane a much
better one.

2 Rebound

Reboand is & two-player game ol what
appears to be some form of futuristic
bowis. It's not quite as your Grandpa might
play it, but it's about as exciting.

Mo, | tell a be, it's worsa, At keast in
real bowls you get a ruddy great feld to
hiirl youer projecties down, B try and get
them as close as possible to 2 very small
wiite ball In this version, you have the far
less consigeradie length of the CPC screen
to play with and stopping anywhere short of
the runoff area scores vou points.,

This st makes the thing too easy. Even
worse, you aim by stopping your slowe
movng ball 25 it moves from lefi to night at the
bottom of the screen, The greatest fun in bowls is
the sadistic pleaswre gained in knocking your
opponent’s carefully placed ball into cbinion.

Rebound: f you play second, you come in first.

Imagine a game in which you never miss — that's
Rebound, The winner of the game is nearly abways
the player that goes second, as his or her last ball i5
always the one which is left, because all the game
consists of is taking turns to knock each other's
balls off the screen,

And you don't even get to
wear one of those kinky litte
white hats...

3 Annihilation

Ah, now this is more ke it. Kevin seems to have a
talent for producing simple yet fon shoot-ermups,

Annihilation: a simpls but fun sheot'em-up...

T oy W
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-=+in which it's you against an array of aliens.
and this game Annifillatian is no excepkion. !

Unhke Kitabeer (441 16, page Bl Amwhilation is
8 sideways scrodling shool-emagp; You have to fend
off countless waves of alien invaders that appear
from the laft of the screen with the-aid of just one,
small and fairly pathetc, gun.

As well 35 savng humanity from these fiendish
Crestures, your achon also saves volrselfin the
shorter term. s vital that wou pick up the fuel and
energy that the alens drop when shot if you're going
to make it throwgh il tea-time.

Annifwation i5 really nothing amazig, but it i
both colourful and fast enough to make sure you are
kept well occupied on 3 dull and dreasy day.

Annihiation is anather of those games that keaps
me happy by proving ag2n the great
gaming truism = that simple,
unadulterated gameplay s far more
important than any
specia effects.

4 Asteroids

Asteroids is anather simple PD version
of the classic game of the same name
from yesteryear.

For those of you that don’t
already know: (is there really amone
left who doesn't?, in Asteroids you
control @ spacecraft plonked 0 the

middle of the screen with only rocks for

company. Unforfunately the rocks don't
appreciale your socety, 50 they fly around the
scresen frving 1o ram you out of exstence. Your only
option 15 b blast them to smithereens before: they
suCCeed in doing just that.

To be ;
honest,
Kewan
Heywood's
Astermuds
0t the
bect
version of
the game

Rocks to send you reeling.



fve seen, but it's not the worst either, its big fault is
that the bullets travel too slowh. This makes
calculatng your asn dificui end

the' garne seem slower 2nd
duller than if aciualiy is,
Otherwise, it's & passable
Yersion of a passable game.

 Astercids: the rocky road to being obliterated.

Turbo Smr Monitor

Razorm Mix 1994
By Antoine Pitrou
Rivalry between programmers is nothing new. [t's
glso the best thang we ordinary punfers can ever
hape for. When two programmers seek 10 outdo
gach other you know the resull’s going to be good.
This Monitor has been written by Antoine Prrou,
as e says himsel;
"Especially for assembler programmers and
demomakers, for whom StuparMonitor 1.4+ by
Crown] wasn't adapted to ther meeds.”
Essentally, Antoine aimad to irmprove on the
best features of SuwperMonitor, and add some extra
anes. However, if your cast your minds back far

Rimdschiag, described as "An International Magazine
supparting the GPC PO" is a long running German
magazine, and issue 16 recently arrived for review
i the AA office...
Rendschiag s a3 magating
that:has been doing
Trojas work to suppart
the: CEC for many years,
Infack, s A Ways
Rundszhiag is much more
than just 2 magazine. it
more ke the newsbatter of
an association of ardent
CRE enthusiasts, becauss,
although it lacks a formad _ ;
chib structure, all the readers ; mi L

e encouraged (o belp out Hﬁ"'
with every aspect of the i b
madgazing's produchon, Indeed A

without the support of the -
readars, the magazing could not
exist 1 this respect, i is smmilar
1o the expellent WACET in Brifam.
Yo could be forghen for
thinking thal i theze, perhaps
ghightly [8aner, times for the CPC,
the gualify:of magazines ke
Rundschiag would Tounder, In fact, amyone who
remambers the rather haphazargly produced

Rundschlag:
now in English. @ hardware projects;

enough you'l remember that & long time hence
Amstrad Action gave SuperMonitor a whopping 90%
rating. which leaves [ftie room for mmprovement.

Hzs Antoine managed o}

Yes! And no! A few features have Deen addad 1o
Turba SuperMonitor, but at a price. Probably the
most interesting and useful aspect is that Turbo
SuperMonitor itself is stored in part of the
viden RAM. This means that ordmary RAM
space 15 eft intally free, wisch 1S & boon 1f
you're disassembling 3 really long file,

The dovwnside of this, of course, 15 that
you're left with a postage stamp dispiay, which
5 jurst 3 ftdle: annoying when you've got targe
volumes of information to display. Granted,
TSM's scrolimg routines are fast, but 1 can’t
get used to peenng 3 poskage stamp.

The rest 'of Turbo SuperMoniior mowves al
a decent speed as well = if's cleary very wel
programmed. However, apart from 2. few
cosmebc changes, it shows e improvement
on Crown's effort.

One thing that may be uselul, however, 5
that unlike SuperMonitor it contains full English

i
| ]
5
1
x

LR L LT
Iii:illﬂll

i

Turbo new things ot a price.
Rundschiag of a number of years ago is surely
shuddesing at the thought of what it mist loak ke
today. The pleasantly surprising truth, however, is
that, rather than declining, the production quality of
Rundschiag has improved dramatcally.
While the commercial world
rmay have almost completely
abandoned the CPC, ordmary
users have responded by
rallying around Rundschiag to
put it among the best
dessgned, printed and bound
amateur CPC magazines. In
the meantene, however, the
guakty of the content Ras
remamned sieady.
Given its underground
roots Rundschiag was

T ahways very much a PD
s magazine and, now that

there are so few
commercel reeases, i
15 abmost sndirely 2o,
As well as covering all
the katest PD releases
Rendschiag offers:
® 50 pages of
technical artcles (by the
best PO} programmers);

& letiars;
& help pages and &so;

_pusic boMAIN @)

mestrochons, and aven the odd help message.

Turbp SuperMonior may confain afew
improvements, but it makes to0 big a compromise
to make you want to change from Using
SusperMoniior,

It wepadd still be well worth
having, however, for those odd
occasions when a program
ke this might make life just a
hitle bit masier.

85%

Get in touch

It's a long time since we've said this, o it's high
time we repeated it again... If you've writien
any PD programs you'd like reviewed, if you've
get up 2 PD library you think could do with a
mention, or if you have any commeénts or
gueries to make about PD, then write in. Mark
your envelopes ‘Public image’, Amstrad Action,
20 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BAL 2BW or
e-mail us at sga@Sfuturenat.co.ulkl putting Public
image’ in the subject line,

Next month:

Pop quiz time. Mext month’s PD column will be
slightly different [though still covering the
essontial selection of the best PD software the
planet has to offer], because:

& itll be hosted from Uranus.

@& wa'll be sending a particularly good-looking

female or rather handsome male [depending

on your stated preference) to whisper the

ratings into your ¢ar,

@ Simon Forrester will be writing it.
Employees of Future Publishing, authors of

PD software and Simon Forrester ang not

eligible to enter. Simon's decision is final.

& coverage of the computer workd i genera (in
recognition of the fact that many: CPC owmers have
mare than one type of computer).

The biggest problem with Rundschiag 15 the
same ane that has bedesilled it since its inception -
the lack of support from English-speaking countries;
especially the [argest, Britain, Rurrfschizg has
sought to be 2 panEurapean magazine, vet has
ahways had trouble getting enougth English arbiches
and as most of it was in German ng-one in Britam
wanled to buy the magaime,

To overcome this Rundschilag has besn
translatmg most of its articles into Englsh. In issue
16 it clams fo have transtated 90% of all articles,
although some of these ranskations are swmmanes
50 the English coment 15 shll. small; Ifs 2 Big
imprivement, s Evar.

The most exciting thing about the: new
Rundschlag is its imaginative covendisc scheme —
when you subscribe you get a coverdisc full of the
iatest PD. You are trusied to send back the disc
when you've finshed i = with any new FL you may
have on it, This 0ot only 3 great senvice, i alsn
helps the spread of PD software throughout Europe:

Rundschiag 15 ane of the best thangs the TPC
has got going for d in Europe at the moment. Each
15508 is brimming over wath very usefid mformation
on evervihing from turnmg a GX4000 and-anold
CPC mfo a fully finctioning Phis, o pages oF games
chezts. It's pst 2 shame that i1's something that
British CPC users continue to miss out on,'as their
contribution would be greatly appreciated.
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GAME TIPS

Simon Forrester raids Phil-the-ex-para-turned-postie’s bag
to sort out more tips for the games you love to play.

Chuckie Egg

Mo - I don’t care. Chuckie Egg is (and always will be)
4 truly cl2ssic game, and we're going to g it yet
mare coverage this month with a cheat for infinite
Ives thal's been around since the dawn of ime (well,
the hatching of Chuckie Egg, anyway). Strangely
enaugh, real chuckie egg is foul, unpalatable muck.

10 -MEMORY -ETFFF

28 LOAD-"chuckie.hin®, 45008
30 -POKEE3E78 0

40-CALL- 83457

Ah — that feels so much better,

Lemmings

Since the classic Psygnosis puzzler fst appeared
on the CRC, A4 has baen flooded with requests for
help. Indead, AA pulled it apart in October 1992
From the amount of letters we get about the game,
it doesn't look as if anyone has the original, so...

® To sort out 3 bug with the dise version of the
game use a Multiface to poke &93CE with &3C. If
yodn o this the game can cope with level codes.

& Holding down the keys SHIFT, 7. E and X on the
screen that displays the current level moves you on
to tie nexdt one. Don't go past level 60 though, as all
kinds of haeribde things hagpen.

@ It's possible to furn blockers back to walkers if
you pet a lemming o dig under the ground he's
standing on. This helps if you don't want to have to
blow the sweeties up at the end of each lewel,
regucing the amount you save.

& if you run cut of blockers, dip a pit to trap the
lemmmgs in. Build ramps to get them out of it.

lune 1995 AMSTRAD ACTHMMN

® Lemmings die one by one, remember, So if you
can't avoid a trap, compact a bunch of lemmings
and send them in. While some are dying, the others
cross to safety.
® Lemmings can't fall 104 far, i you are building
ramps, build another one parallel to the first, so that
if any of the furry fiends overtakes the ramp-buiider,
it drops on to the ramp below and walks back to
safety. Achieve this by building your first ramp at the
edge of a platiorm and the second a little way n.
Thanks to Jamie Turpin, Gordon Masson and
i Wong for that bot.

Biff
Ever since Dave Golder and | put it on the
covertape, we've had requests for help with
Alternatrve's platform adventure. This can be a
problem for him, as Dave now works for a defferent
magazne altogether, (the soontobe-lamched
soence fiction Bitkel, SFX. so we'll make his life
emoyable again by pnnting a complete solution.
1 Go left and pick up the power card.
2 Head back to the right, pick up the wirecutters
and chmb the tree close by.
3 Atthe top of the tree, use both the objects.
4 Go to the left (along the top) and get the rope
from the room.
3 Go back down the tree and use the rope to make
a bridge across the unjempable gap.
6 G0 over the bridge, and take the old clothes you
find there.
7 Continue to the left and make 2 scarecrow in the
o,
B8 Carry on to get the chocolate seeds (chocolate
sopds? - Edi,
9 (o back to the field (right) and plant the seads,
producing chocolate.
10 You can now go back ta the top of the tree and
give the seeds to your murm.
11 Go down the tree, head to the feft and take the
axe,
12 Back to the field, to chop down the chocolate
tree.
13 Go ieft and build another bridge with the tree,
14 Cross the bridge and get the o, the key and the
exolosives,
1’5 Gov to the far left and use the ol and key on the
lock.
16 Go down mito the mine and use the exploswves on
he wail.
17 Leave the mine, go back to the right and get the
battenes,
18 Head back to the left lo get the torch, and go
back to the mine.
19 Ga through the mine using the torch, and pet the
jewel. :
20 Leave the mine, go fo the laft and find the
broken nng. You can now wse that same jewesd 1o

repair this ring,
21 Go lett, return to the
tree and give the nng to
M.

22 (30 to the right and get
the empty glass.

23 Go back down the free,
head to the right, fill the
glass at the well then go to
the right and get the record.
24 Go left, head back to the tree, then give the
glass of water and the record to mum.

25 Go down the trze, then left, in search of the
matches and banger,

26 Light the banger.

27 Go'to the right and get the coin.

28 Go to the ice cream van and buy an ice cream.
20 Go left with the ice cream and it banger, then
pick up the flower seads,

30 Back at the tree, you can give the ice cream to
TR,

31 To the right of the base of the tree you ind a
Tlower pot.

32 Gotothe left and get the bug spray, then
continue to the field,

33 Use the floler seeds, Rower pot and bug spray
o grow a rose,

34 Go back to mum and gve her the rose.

. Wild West

PP N TR RN R

LIPS R T TR T T v ety
As if this game wasn't already slupidly overeasy,
here are some handy level codes to keep the genie
off your back...

Anyone who hasn't survived 10 see the final ‘evels
{over 79 an the classic Fieebird bubble'em-up meaght
be grateful for the password you need to load the
thing. Be careful when you type it in, though...

One way to get a few advantages in those tricky
Cecco classics is lo redefne your keys at the start:
Exolon—2, 0. R, B and A

Cybernoid - ¥, X, E and 5

Cybernoid 2 -0, R, G and ¥

Stormiord — This one i easy and plainky visible to
anyone who goes through memory searchng for
text with a Muttiface [vou do, don't you?)

(O the tithe screen, type BRINGONTHEGRLS
quickly and wilhiout spaces, and the number 12
should appear n the top right cormer of the screen.
Pressing a number from 1 to 4 now takes you to
that level with mfnige ves




ReMer

As busy as a market in downtown Cairo on market day,
this is the market place to be seen in. Market my words...

Pen pal wanted by lady with an Amstrad 464
with no add-ons. Getting to grips with BASIC but
would like to earm more than AA teaches. Nora
Lees, 285 Franklin Road, Cotteridge,
Birmingham B30 1NH.

Bonzo tape to disc copier, Hisoft ‘C’ compiler,
Will pay cash or swap for loads of software
including al REVEALS's products.

Mark = 01527 403813

Games for sale, disc/cassette, reasonable
prices from 25p, swaps considered. Send SAE
to Simon Pert, 23 Cleave Road, Gilingham,
Kent ME7 4AY or = 01634 574007,
Soft 968 firmware routines for CPC 6128, £20
Soft 158, Ditto for CPC 464, £15

= (1784 254127.

Amstrad DMP 2160 printer, £50. Dead CPC
464 £30. Budget games £1 each. SAE for list.
Harry Bennett, 1 Coopers Hill, Kimpton, Nr
Hitchin, Herts 5G4 8QT.

Used 3-inch discs. Also games on tape. SAE to
Mark Johnson, 13 Ashway, Corringham,
Stanfordde-hope, Essex 5517 9EB = 01375
677631 for more details.

Amstrad 464, colour monitor, joysticks, Light
Gun, printer, disc drive, 60 games, 12 blank
discs, three manuals, 13 AAs plus cover tapes,
£50 the lot or will spit. = 01223 312450,
Mags ACU 1985, 1986, Jan to Dec; CPC464
User, issues 1&2, plus various other mags.

Maria
w 01843 299390. (Buyer coliects ACU issues.)
First reasonable offers accepted.
Games and some hardware for full list write or
call, Will consider swaps within reason. Michael
Jackscn, 41 Farm Road, Limehurst Village,
Qidham, Lancs OL8 3NW.
6128, culour. second drive, MP2 adaptor,
joystick, games business software.
= (1706 825199 (eves).
Spectrum games, with instructions £1.50,
without, £1, Any game available. For list write to
Password International, ¢/o 94 Langford Road,
Mansfizid, Notts NG19 60E
CPC6128, 3.5inch drive, DMP 2000 printer,
MP-2, Jiden digitiser, book programs, DTP, 50
AA tape/mags £150. Steve w 01622 717467.
Amstrad 6128 with colour monitor programs.
£75. = 0181 395 7633 (eves).
Meagabuffer or will swap for B-socket ROM box.
£30 Efte on disc for 6128. £20 or swap for
toolkit on ROM. Michael Jackson, 41 Farm Road,
Limehurst Village, Oldham, Lancs OLE 3NW.
Programs for Amstrad 6128644 disc, games,
educational utility £3-£10 each.
=0181 3957633 (eves).

ROMDOS XL in its own ROM box, large format,
BOOK, 464, 664, 6128 compatible. £15 plus £1
pip. Dave Stitson, 4 Connaught Avenue, Mutiey,

Plymouth, Devon PL4 78X = 01752 254404.
DMP200 Amstrad printer plus manual, £35,
ono; Maxam ROM plus manual, £10. Other bits,
too, including tonnes of games and hardware.
SAE to Nick, 153 Hamiiton Road, Felixstowe,
Suffolk, Suffolk IP11 7DR.
Games and PD on tapes for CPC464. SAE for
list to Gary Smethers, 13 Meadow Close,
Cononley, Keighley, W Yorks BD20 8LZ
Software for sale: discs, tapes, serious, games.
SAE to Bob Miller, 55 Den Lane, Springhead
Ofdham OL4 4NN.

Many Amstrad tape games for sale, classic and
not so classic. SAE to Sheelagh Regan, 41
Mount Road, Braintree, Essex CMY 3JA.
Amstrad stuff for sale. Includes 3inch disc
drive, Multiface il, CPC 464, colour monitor,
SSA1 speakers and much more. Write to: David
Bamsby, 10 Churchill Road, Earls Barton,
Northhants NN& OPQ.

Games for sale! All tape for CPC464. For price
list, SAE to G Pearson, 14 Malton Road,
Rilington, Maiton, North Yorkshire YO17 BLS.
Loads of CPC gear. Monitor, modulator, over
150 AA and other mags plus covertapes. Going
very cheap. = 01243 821842,

Amstrad 6128, colour monitor, joystick, ght-
pen, DMP2000 printer, connection leads,
cassette player, much software, documentation,
Hundreds of games plus AA issues. Excellent
condition. £225. Dawid Hume = 0181 42361 30.
6128: Lemmings,/SIM City, £15; disc, £13;
tape: Snoopy/ATF — £6, disc £4.50, tape (incl
pép). GC and complete only. w 0116 2705577
(Wednesday, Friday, weekends, eves).

DDI1 modified interface for FD1 drive to work
with 464 Plus, also 3inch
disc games wanted.
Jason = 01482 830438,
Can anyone help? | am
after a copy of
instructions for game.

Bob = 01723 515863, | l
will pay for copy.
Vidi Di , Microtext
Teletext adaptor, Dart
scanner for DMP 2000. I

Good prices paid for it in

good condition, = 01245 5 Yeur meme
496194, i

CPC 6128, printer, Your address

software, blank discs, .
£150. ROMBO ROM Box,
Protext and MS800

fan = 0151 480 9931 (Liverpoal, 6-9pm).
Loads of discs and tape software, ROMs, books
and hardware. SAE for list. John McNally, 15
Sadwyn Drive, Hatfield, Herts AL10 9NH.
Amstrad tape and disc games. Full price and
budget titles, boxed with instructions. SAE to
Steve Church, ‘Broadmead', Park Road, Paution,
Avon BS18 5NF.

Needed to complete the set, Amstrad Action
no. 85 with covertape.

Chas = 01284 ?64936 Suffolk.

Muitiface for 464+, Will pay up to £20. Urgently
needed. AAS0 multiface cheats section also
wanted. Copy will do. Can you help find these?
John Evans, 45 Edward Street, Fairview
Blackwood, Gwent NP2 1NY.

Muitiface 1 or 2 wanted for Amstrad
CPCE128. Pay good money. Jonathan Page, 1
Queens Road, Sandown, Isle of Wight PO36 80T.
= 01983 408%3

6128: Lemmings/SIM City, £15; disc, £13;
tape: Snoopy/ATF - £6, disc £4.50, tape (incl
p&pl. GC and complete only. = 0116 2705577
(Wednesday, Friday, weekends, eves).

Can anyone help? | am after a copy of
instructions for game. Bob = 01?23 5158863, |
will pay for copy.

Vidi Digitiser, Microtext Teletext adaptor, Dart
scanner for DMP 2000. Good prices paid for kit
in good condition. = 01245 496194,

(464 and Di . If you have
either please get in touch. Mark Townend, &
Mount Vale Drive, York, North Yorks Y02 2DN
= (1504 644609,

CPC 464,

MP! Modulator for
= (1383 737221.

Cut it oul?

There's no need to destroy your copy of AA
when sending ads to our classifieds section. A
photocopy is fine. The important thing is that
we can read it and that you enclose contact
details should we need to check the content!

FAMSTRAD ACTION
FREE READER AD FORM

Want some software? Want to get rid of something? You're
in the right place. Fill in the details in the box below - one
word to one box - and send it to: Reader Ads, Amstrad
Action, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath Aven BAT 2BW.

_ For sale _ Wanted _ User groups C Services [ Other
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) BAsic TuTORIAL

Boarisyity

Simon Forrester needlessly
overcomplicates your life,
showing you how to
manipulate relocatable
machine code routines
easily from BASIC and then

pavses to wonder why
nobedy’s cheering.

[¥'s the same old story - there's so much you can
add to BASIC with just a little bit of machine code,
but writing the stuff is just way too much hassle.
This is, ater all, a BASIC tutorial, and you don't want
to get swamped with overly complicated stuff, such
as creating new commands.

So, if | were to tell you that there’s an easy way
to manipulate, manage, automatically relocate and
run machine code routines, a way which is already
hicdden in the depths of Locomotive, you'd probably
want to know more. Bear in mind, by the way, that
you're not going to need an indepth knowledge of
machine code fo use this system.

Let's start at the beginning. ..

You're familiar with variables — the letters to which
you assign values:

10 FOR a1 10 18
20 PRINT a
30 NEXT 2

In this situation, the variable a is given a value by the
FOR/NEXT commands, which is printed by the PRINT
commanc. This is how variables are used to store
numbers. You don't have to stop at that, though...

18 a#=| Bliney!|
2@ PRINT af

This time, a variable has been used to store 3 string.
You can tell it's a string by the ‘5" symbol that
follows the vanable name. What you're really
nterested in is exactly how this is stored in memoary.

On location
If you were to look at the area of memory in which
this string was stored, you'd see the first location
containing a B, the next containing an T, the third
with an ¥, and so on. They don't actually contain
these characters, though — the location contains the
number from O to 255 that the CPC uses as an
ASCH code for that character (B is 66, for example),
Similarly, if you look at a machine code program in
memory, each location contains a number from O to
255, these numbers this time bulliding up the
machine code program.

Wouldn't it be great if the letters that built up the
word blimey’ meant something in machine code
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when converted to ASCHl characters?
You're catching on quickly...

As an example...

Type n and run the followng program, without
worrying that it doesn't do anything notable, but
without resetting your machine afterwards

13-rotsd |

28 -READ - bytd

33 IF -byt =) w4 THEN-END

43 -byt=UAL(_N +byts)
58-roté=rot$+CHRS (byt)
£8-C0T0-28
T8-DATA- 3¢, 87, 0d, 50, bb, 5, =

Don't worry too much about how the program
works, suffice it to say it takes the hexadecimal
numbers stored in line 70 and fills Brot$

with the letters they correspond to on the ASCI
table. i you ke, you could try:

FRINT-rot$

This gives you an ASCIl regresentation of the set of
numbers, and proves the program worked. if all
went well, you should hear a beep, as the second
character is 07, which translates to a beep when
printed, displaying nothing on screen. The reason
the 07 code is in there is because this is one of
those stupid, annoying machine code programs that
just beeps, 50 you can check that it works.

Tracking it down

All you really need now is fo find out where in
memory Bretd is stored. Locomative BASIC has a
provision for such a time:

FRINT -Brots

Note the @ symbol before the variable's name. This
is an automatic numerical variable that hovers
somewhere between 0 and 65535. f you end up
wilh a minus figure, don't worry, that's just the way
BASIC prefers to think of the number it's dealing
with. You can now call the routine, though:

CALL-Broté

With a bit of luck, you should hear a beep (check the
volume on your machine if you can't hear it). This
maans not only that the system works, but that
you've learned all you need to.

Loose ends
You've done il retd contams a machine
code routine, and you have found a way to
run that same routine. You can use the
program to create any routine by
changing the figures in the DATA
statement on fine 70, and store the
variables using the OPENOUT
command (and friends) that

Angela Cook and Rob Buckley explaned so ably in
AAL1LS. ilf you missed it turn to the back cover to
see how to order a back issue.)

What about 464s?

If you are a 464 owner and you get tired of the
beep, you could try the following numbers to get
your own COPYCERS routine. This aliows them to
read characters from the screen (a feature lacking
on the 464). The numbers are:

od, 68, bb, 32,80, be, #e

To use it, move the text cursor onto the
square you want to check, CALL the
routine, and PEEK the value from
&beB0. If you wanted to read the
screen pasition 1,2, for example, and
put the value in a variable called c,
you would use the following
commands:

LOCATE-1,2
CALL -Brot$
c=PEEK(4bedB)

Looki
o s o

Keep watching this
column, we'll print
mare of these little
sets of numbers
whenever we can
fit them in, to



‘publish and be damned’,
they say. Don’t burn your
fingers by forking out for
the wrong package - use the
AA guide to desktop
publishing. Richard Fairhurst
plays Beelzebub.

t's thanks to desktop publishing that this page of
I A 3y it does. Bursed deep on the

hard disc of a Macintosh in the AA offices s a
the ane

with

.l\rl Euunr creates
flows text on o,
=mr| juggies the whole thing
eadable Ich)s |

difference i versus £300), the
technical capabilities of the 128K Mac of 1984
hat different |rmCF'E‘ -264 3 ‘.1slc'

books were m'rPaslrl,h.'t g
computed

amy rnnr wr size you hked.

w’i"’"r for a
technique that can
produce such high
quality results, desktop
publishing has only
been around for

the past decade

Although the ga
has widened over the

Disc Catalogue.. . iss9s
Chanue Drive/User,
T.nad lisse Dafined Tant.
Urew Tawt P1la..

onvert [ext bile...
Options Menu, . ..v

MisreDasign Pius: some of this progrom’s tuncticas ore held in u

seperute snhoncer program.

DTP

brillinnt print-cuts,

128K CPC is st capabbe of producing decent
pages for a fanzne, notice or poster. Mos

Artificial Intelligence, CPC Uiser
the machine they write about .Jluj one of the
DTP options av.

There are foor ma
accompl
@ MicroDe:

£ (5D Microsystems), and
[ ] F'e‘m'l’dgi 128 (Robol PR, which, er. | wrote
P've ranked therm m four key categories, but bear in
mind that a third or even fourth place rarking is no
insult when deatng with programs of this calibre

ics

All four packages provide the ha
functions you'd expect. You can:
@ draw lines, rectangles and
@ fiil shapes with a user-definab
@ copy an area of the page (o a ne
® unda your last action if you messe
50, no great surprises here.

Stop Press wins on a simple numerical bass. It's
packed with features, such as enlarg;
reflecting, rotating and scrolling area:
question why you sho
the page, rather than moving i somew

St

pattern;
cation, and;
up.

want to ‘scr

‘pant-pot’ b
the ‘line’ aption. If you're especially unlucky, the
program forgets how to draw hnes and you have to
load in some
Although Micr
mare esalenc 1 arure> 0i Stop Press it wins [
program design. For exampie all

where they can be
ress. Added to the g
stores a set of small pictures

memory

MicroDesign Plus: use this program’s icon feature to ploce silly

plctures througheo! your documenhs.
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12)

placed anywhere on the pag
MicroDesign the edge in graphscs capabilities. It
lnses marks, though, for the enlargement routine
which is in a separately-loaded program (the
MicroDesign Plus enhancement program).

this gves

Stop Press wins on a
simple numerical basis.
I#'s packed with features
such as enlarging,
reducing, reflecting,
ro‘l'afing and scrolling

Page Publisher, too, provides the useful features of
Stop Press as well 25 a clever user-definable pen
shape feature, however, there is one wital omission
a zoom or magnify mode. An omission whach makes
fine detail work almost impossible. Another downer
&5 the lack of visual prompling when drawing a
shape. And although 'rubber-bandmg’ is available as
ption (it's standard on the other programs), it's
very slow and makes the program almost unusable

Graphics ranking
1 MicroDesign Plus
2 Stop Press
3 Page Publisher
4 PowerPage 128

PowerPage 128 does provide a soom mode, but its
graphics facilities are sparse compared to the other
three. There is no rotation routine (although you can
reflect shapes), no enlargement or reduction, no
freehand option and there are no pen shapes.

Operation of PowerPage 128 though, s quick
— drawing a line is simply a matter of
pressing COPY, moving the cursor to the end point
and hitting COPY agaun,
were the case that “the medium is the
message’, MicroDesign's graphics power would
make it a Hermes among DTP packages. However,
the winner in the graphics section includes just one
text option, ‘Wite', which lets you wrte in either the
standard A d font or a reduced version, smgle
or double width. There is no wordwrap, no
justification, nothing. The only consolation is that you
can use the icon system to produce headlines and a
number of ex t fonts are supphed

Far columns of text, you have to load the

facility is also present,
Best, though, are

the bald, italics and

underline Uul-ons

In and out of, haltway
through a paragraph. If
¥ou are importng a
Praotext document you

PowerPage 128
automatically picks up.
Although rather slow
these are, however, the
best texthandling
facilities of the four.

Stop Press: you'll be looking ot this ‘Insort disc’ prompt rather o

ot when you use this program.

enhancer program which takes a plain text file anc
creates a chip art file contaming this text in the font
ol your choice, ready to load into MicroDesign.
However, this method still won't format your text -
that's up to your word processor — and 50 vou lose
features such as wrapping text around pictures,
mcroqustfication, proportional text, and 50 on.

Stop Press and Page Publisher have similar
(good) text capabilities. You can type text directly on
to the page or import it from a disc file. You can set
columns anywhere on the page, and microqustified,
proportional text is no problem m any size. Both
programs allow you to load three 16by-16 fonts at
ance (Stop Press, allows you to load the standard
Amstrad font, a5 well), and edst them any way you
line. Stop Press has another advantage, too — the
excellent autoflow option, which automatically lays
text out around any pictures on the page. This is
weal for embedding clip art between columns .

PowerPage 128 makes up for its poor showng
m the graphics department with a very respectable
52t of text tools. It, too, can produce columns of
microjustified, proporbional text (n esther an §by-8
font or a 16-by-16 headiine font), and you can
enlarge and edit the fonts easily. That nice autofiow

Text ranking
1 PowerPage 128
2 Stop Press.
3 Page Publisher
4 MicroDesign Plus

Printing

It really is a case of
swings and
roundabouts for CampurSoft: McroDesign's output
15 excellent, whether the page is printed as &4, A5
or even A6 (a quarter of the size of this pagel.
There's also an option for a ‘strip’ format page whic
combines four of these files an one sheet of paper
to create an incredsbly high resclution page, with an
output which is almost as good as that of =]
lazer printer. However, it's nigh on impossible to
create anything more complicated than a poster in
this format, as each page needs to be spii: over four
horizontal files. A columnbased fanzine layout, for
example, is a definite no-no.

MicroDesign has a
*strip” format page
which creates an
incredibly high
resolution page with an
output almost as good
as that of a cheap laser

There's more... You can select normal or ‘single-pa’
prinfing thighly impressive, but a sure-fire way of
wearing out your printer), and light or dark input
Page Publisher and Stop Press can't top ths, but
both are capable of producing good quality A4 or AS
print-outs in draft or high quality.

Unlike the other three, PowerPage 12815
designed around an A5 page size (25 used by many

Stop Press: this CPC desk

graphics eption you could want.
lune 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION
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Page Publisher: this is o good ail

of 5 daal L o

program for both text and graphics.

fanzines) rather than A4. This means its A4 output is
coarse and blotchy, although you can alter the ‘print
quality’ opbion. A5 print-outs are more satisfactory
than those produced by the other programs.

Al of the four programs output to standard
Epson-compatible 24-pin peinters. The output is
usually slightly elongated. Stardump is a utility which
solves this problem for MicroDesign users.

Printing ranking
1 MicroDesign Plus
2= Page Publisher
2= Stop Press
4 PowerPage 128

Ease of use

Adter consistently high ratings throughout the test,
this is where Stop Press falls down. Although a lot of
effort has been put into the actual programming
behind the human interface (which, as with the other

Coming soon...

Version 2 of MicroDesign has been planned for
years. Radical's Rob Buckley has now been
appointed to code CampurSoft's new DTP
package. We'll keep you informed.

Other options

Although the programs we've tested here are
the most powerful and widely-used CPC
desktop publishing packages, a few others
exist. You may be able to find Pagemaker
Plus, Edition One or the originally titied DTP
in a PD library. Although none of these offer
anywhere near as much power as the big
four, you haven't got much to lose at PD
prices. In addition, there's the original
PowerPage, forerunner of the 128K version,
Although slightly clunky, it's pretty much the
only option for 64K users who aren't satisfied
with text-only pages.

Moving slightly upmarket, three homebrew
programs, Pagemaker Deluxe, Advanced DTP,
and PageSetter, offer a bit more welly than most
of the PD alternatives. Sadly, these programs
are no longer available, and they offer little or
nothing that even the original 64K PowerPage
can't muster.

One remaining commercial package,

with this mputcg. you have all these pen

ihqoiul'b-rﬁw-u-lh

programs on test, is @ menu and window-based
system), the design has lost its way a little in the
process. In Stop Press simple operabions often
require not a fitthe navsgation through a set of menus
and unclear icons.

The program'’s creators, AMS, are also
renowned as mouse manufacturers. As a result
mouse users will find Stop Press more comfortable
than those with a joystick. Keyboard users will find
the pointer speed uncomfortably fast and the need
o simulate three mouse buttons awkward.

But, by far the worst failing, is the need for Stop
Press lo constantly load code from the program
disc, even for refatively simple operations. The
actusl program code is very fast, and should serve
as an example to all other DTP programmers.
Despite this, designing a page with Stop Press takes
more time to do than with any other of the packages
I have reviewed. here

In fact, the other packages are, in general, highly
usable. Page Publisher and PowerPage 128 hold all
the program code n memory at one time, so you
don’t need to constantly fip discs. A few

Mirrorsoft's Fleet Street Editor, never took off.
So, if you see a cheap copy anywhere, make
sure it's the second, improved version, rather
than the original bugged code.

You can publish from your desktop without
using a DTP package, of course. There are a
number of other CPC-based options available to
would-be press barons. if you're producing a
more staid publication, you might like to take
the approach of the serious fanzine WACCI.
Instead of using Stop Press, MicroDesign or the
like, load up a word processor - Protext. for
example - and produce columns of text.

You can produce artwork and headings with
Advanced Art Studio or GPaint, and assemble
the whole lot onto a sheet of A4 with scissors
and glue, ready for the photocopier. If this is
your route, thers are several programs to
spruce up your WP output including ProPrint,
Protype, Qualitas, and ImagePrint (on this
month's covertape] which replaces your printer’s
standard typeface with a quality, user-definable
offering. Although these are largely irrelevant if
you own 3 smart new 24-pin beast, those with
geriatric Epsons and DMP-2000s need them.

There's also Sentinel Software’s Pro-Ext
which plugs on to Protext and allows you to
incorporate large headiines and clip art into 2
standard Protext document. and as such is ideal
for simple DTP. (And, yes. | wrote that one, too.|

MicroDesign features are held in the MicroDesign
Plus enhancer, 3 separate program (though you can
easily access it from the main code). As these are
generally the lesser used features, plus the shightly
feeble textto-clip art conversion routine, you
jprobably won't be too put out by this.

Pﬂgo Publlsher unll
PowerPage 128 hold
all the program code
in memory af one
time, so you don’t
need to be flipping
discs constantly

The Page Publisher menus are rather slow to
appear, which can become irritating when you know
your way around the program - PowerPage and
MicroDesign both bring up their option lists almost
instantly, and boast more manageable cursor
control. Page Publisher is most easily controlied with
a joystick or mouse, and MicroDesign works happily
wilh keyboard, joystick, or mouse. PowerPage users
are Emited to keyboard control, although this can
make drawing operations, especially, faster when
you get used to them.

Available keypresses are constantly disptayed on
the MicroDesign screen, which makes operation
extremely easy — you very rarely need to refer to the
[brief) manual. Page Publisher, too, is supphed with
a short but complete reference.

Stop Press almost recovers some of its former
glory here, with a superb manual, full of illustrations
and tutorial walkthroughs. PowerPage 128 loses out
by beng an (almost) PD program. There are plenty

Page Publisher: this program comes out
well, if not ovtstundingly, in each daoss.
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PowerPage: this program’s page files are
automalically compressed to save space,

Stop
Press
Stop Press is & true
wveleran of the CPC
144 featured a review of
its orignal incarnation, Pagemaker,
more than eight years agol.

Stop Press is packed with
features, and does most of what
you could expect a CPC DTP
package to achieve, Both text
handling and graphics facilities are
very good indeed.

Despite all this, Stop Press's
awkward way of working and
frequent disc accesses are likely to
drive you up the wall. However, if
YOU £an Survive constantly
swapping discs on a single-drive
maching, and you have an AMX
threa-button mouse, Stop Press
could be the package for you.

Why not iry using a friend's copy
for a week or two before handing
ower your dosh?

MD Plus
MD Plus features
excellent graphics
Features, brilkant
s, @ clean and
simple user interface. .

MicroDesign has a kot gomg for
It I you're producing mainty
graphically based documents -
posters, for example, or headlines
and illustrations for a fanzing where
the body text is printed with 2 word
processor - then MicroDesign is by
far your best choice.

Fanzine editors have to pass up
the chance of the lovely headiing
fonts supplied, but as it stands, the
current version of MicroDesign
really hasn't progressed far enough
from its MODE 2 art/design roots to
be a flexible choice for integrated
text and graphics work.

Few fanzines would risk printing
CPC-generated fonts without being
propartionally spaced, at least

PowerPage: the strength of this deskiop
publishing package is in its text hondling.

cult with any
and PowerPage
nddly and powerful
but Mic i

Buy, buy, baby
ProPrint - CampurSoft = 0141 554 4735
Protext, Protype - 0J Software

= 01257 421915

Pro-Ext - Sentinel Software = 0181 876 7032
Stardump utility - Goldmark Systems

= 01707 271529, £14.95

Stop Press - AMS, was £34.95, try small ads
MicroDesign Plus - CampurSoft

= 0141 554 4735, £29.99

Power Page 128 - Robot PD, 2 Trent Road,
Oakham, Rutland LE1S 6HF, £2.25 (includes
disc] plus SAE

Page Publisher - SD Microsystems
= 0195 483750, £25

Page,
Publisher
i Page Publisher
comes out well, if not
outstandingly, m each

category | tested it. However,
fanzine ediars, in particular, wil
miss: the ability [present in the other
three pachages) to import the .CUS
clip art format. Originally a creation
of the Stop Press developers this is
now the standard for CFC PCY
DTP programs. it lmits you to SD's
own two picture discs pus a decent
selection provided on the B side of
the program disc,

I you can bve without that and
the zoom and autofiow options of
other packages, and f the back
way the menus roll on to the screen
doesn't offend, then Page Publisher
is 3 good allround choice if you
don't want the fanzinecentred
features of PowerPage or the all-out
graphical approach of MicroDesign

e

e 1 3
v i iy
w PowerPage 128 has

been adopted by fanzine
editors all over Britain as their
program of choice, and it's not
difficult to see why. The powerful
text formatting options, with the
quick keyboard-based operations
that speed up page layout, are ideal
for the purpose

Its preference for AS print-cuts,

aithough great for the fanzine
editor, isn't 5o useful for notices and
similar applications. Ad pr
available, but they're 2 1y
PowerPage 128 is noticeably
lacking i the advanced graphics
department, too, which might either
cause you 1o run to an art package
{such as the PD GFaintl or to
MicroDesign Plus. At the low PD
price, though, you've not going o
fose out o by trying it
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%ia_aéoiformﬂ, 16page
oy each consisting of four
M sides. These work well, s the first

- *The fear of danger s 10,000
. times mare frightening than danger

. itsei”. This is a quote from Robinson

CPC, PCW, Spectrum and C&4, and this clearly
shows through in his work.

In the style of...

The secret to BBIT is the writing team, in that they
don't really seem to have one — you get the feeling
that the writer has abandoned writing in favour of
popping round for a chat. Information and ideas are
woven through happy tales of Bbit exploits, while
Tom Dean happily talks about the contents of his
discmag, Impact. The combination of snippets and

The other benefit of the mag is its
disproportionately high number of adverts. When
Brian implements the new policy of fewer ads the
abundance of information that adverts create will be
missed. | have fitfle doubt in Brian Watson's ability to
more than make up for the adverts, but they do
provide a useful senvice of their own, taking the

BBIT, as It stands, I's o good read. More pleass.

pressure off the editorial to keep up with what
absolutely everybody is doing.

can be...
The only real criticism that can be levelled at 8BI7T is
its appearance, but to be honest that's not really an -
issue - the lack of PowerPage masterpieces doesn't |
detract from the text. i
Persanally, | hope SEIT doesn't change its style
too much - to move away from the stmosphere and
fieal of the latest issue would be a shame. As you
read this, the improved issue should be hotfooting
its way to the AA office, and you can be sure of an
update next month. In the meantime,! recommend
you get issue 5 and share my high hopes.

If you enjoyed Angela Cooke's review of
MicroDesign and devoured Andrew Chapman's
key to spotting printed material produced
using desktop publishing (AA116) you'll
already have read Richard Fairhurst's advice in
our main feature this month (see page 11).
Indeed you are probably just about to run out
to get yourself a shiny new DTP package to run
on your CPC! However, If you're planning to
jproduce a fanzine with it, you need more than

The beauty of fanzines is that they can
survive on a small, special interest, readership.
The point? You don’t have to please the entire
CPC user base in each issue. You could, for
instance, produce a magazine aimed at
general users; fill your pages with PD reviews;
give advice to beginners or talk about ald
computer games (Digital Press-style].

Try to cover everything, though, and you
won't have the time, energy or space to go into
much detail on each subject, and you'll be
wasting your talents. Don't be afraid to just
rave about PD from cover to cover, as you'll
have produced an excellent PD review fanzine
with a readership which loves PD.

NEXT MONTH:
Simon Forrester starts a miss-
jperil series on producing a fanzine. If you
want to get something into print and make
it look professional don't forego this
‘opportunity to learn from a pro!
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MACHINE CODE

-
Typing listings
® Type in exactly what we print.
® OMIT the first four letters in each Ene.
® Only press RETURN when you get to the
end of a command line. If a command line
goes on to two lines don't press RETURN at
the break. Your lines on screen should break
in the same place as those in the mag.
® The dots you see in some lines (like the
one between ‘'well’ and 'done’ in the line
PRINT] Hell-dene| ) indicate spaces. The
number of dots tells you how many spaces.

ecker
This program enables you to check whether
you've typed AA listings in correctly. Type it
in, then SAVE it for future use. When you want
to doublecheck that you typed a listing in
correctly:
@ load up TypeChecker;
® type NEW;
@ type in the listing of your choice;
® when you have finished type LIST.
At the end of every line a highlighted code
appears. It should be the same as the code
printed in front of the same line in AA. If it
isn't you have typed that line incorrectly.
AL 18- ' - TypeChecker 91,0 - By-Sinen-Forrest
are=:Dec- 1982

Wi 20" For-Aastrad -detion--Public-Danain

DANE 30-NEWORY - RSFTT

CAJE 48-csunzd

CHAE 50 -FOR - adr=kA000 - 10+ RAGER

DHK] §0-READ-byted

B TO-bgtezUALLY +hytes)

FACT 50-PONE - addr, byte

GHFD 90-csunzzsuntbyte

DHLE 100 -REXT-adér

OACT 118-IF - csund)AEADD - THEN FRINT | Chechson-
Errer| ;DN

LAHE 115-PORE-&ABO1, FEEK- (4BBSB) : POKE - 46003, FEEK -
(HRS0)

KANI 128 PONE -4BBSH, 4C):PONE - KBBSH, 43:POKE
ABEEC, a0

HACH 138 PRINT | TupeChecker 918 Installed] :END

WABC 149-D4Ta-CF,FE,93,FE,04,CA,00, 40, F5.C5.0
&,E5,FL, 80,00, 22

LACS 158-BATA-a0,5F, 16,00, 28,50, 00, 19, 22, 54,8
8,EL,B0,CL,FL,C3

LAFJ 168-D1aTé-00, A0, 3E,20,C0 .00, 40, 3L, 18,000
0,10, 24, 58,00,

LADT 170 €D, 45,40, 70, C0, 45, 48, 3E, 16, (3.8
0,40, 21,00,00,22

LACH 1B8-DATH-54,40,C3, 10,80, F5 L6, 0F,C6 4L
1,00, 4, F1,E6, 70

HAJC 199 DATH-IF, IF, IF, 1F,CE,410,C0 00, 48,C5.0
0,80,

Turning TypeChecker off (it is automatically

initialised when you RUN the program above]

and back on again is quite simple:

TONE #BBSE, 8 turns it off, while,
KT 4B8SE,3 turns it back on.
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Fine tune last month’s “catch
the block with your bigger
block’ to produce a classic
gaming experience, with
Richard Fairhurst.

How do you sel an of-screen score Nhr— s

g in this part of
operabion 1snl S0 Cn
scoreprinting code
and add a call pr_a |n

program, where speed of
I S0, delete the orignal
om the program’s quit routine,
diately after the score is
: Id (scol
5 is no problem but a couple of
of the program’s operation conflict with this.
appears as 000, then 000001,
u're not resetfing the
cursor position so the sc printed in the same
location every To fix this place the machine
code equivalent -dhl
1,1) - before the score
e is updated
t-hand side of the

inted. Put this bed
the ball comes down on t
creen it wipes out the s
the cp 2 after call rando
B, so the program rejec

shift package fo use their
ina gamc ‘-ut,h as this: it uses the firmware
ul mes which won't work in your game

d the firmware interrupts off.)
n, geue at mg >cunu every

same way. To add scnc
mamn game 0op.
the CALL is probably
the package. In addition, y
|nma||se the music at the st

Your game can't really play 2 aster so how about
making the bat continue in the drection you send it
in and bouncing off the ‘walls’ for good measure?
You need to set up a new vanable to do this. Add
bdir dw O variables sechon, with bidir
standing for bat drection’. This mitially is 0, so that

the bat doesn't move until a key is pressed, Later it
contains +2 for a bat mowing right, and -2 for a bat
moving left. You can simplify the left and right
routines, then, to simply set this variable:

deft
right

FFFE: Id (btdir) hi: ret
2 : id (bidir) hE: ret

The Z80 can't handle negative numbers as su
SFFFE is equivalent to -2. So, ff the bat position is
34, adding &10000 to it would (if the Z80 could
cope with such large numbers) result in &10022. As
the 280 can only handle 16-bit numbers (four-digit
hex), the result ‘wraps round” to 80022 - or 34

agam, 50 it follows that to subtract 2, you can add
&10000 minus 2, which is &FFFE.

Get it right (or left)

Finally, you need to add code to move the bat right
or left and bounce it when it hits a wall. Add this
simple code to the start of the .bat subroutine:

: add hl,de

d -.h.acdr_l,ql
Ora:pzrevers
cp 70: jp z.revers

This calls another routine to ‘bounce’, or reverse,
thw direction. Now change 2 t3 -2, and vice
versa and add this routine (after any sub-routine):

Id bl ibtdke)
Id a,h: cpk: Iid h,a

revers

Idal: neg: Idla
Id (iotdir], b
ip bat

e bit of the byte in A, and NEG takes
it from 0. Using your knowledge of binary, see if you
ow this changes between 2 and -2.
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Richard Wildey barks the

- orders and watches how the
- Parados ROM responds.
: ﬁmmhnnmn!

Tx Faracos ROM has been arcund for a while
bt 45 the original review was over a year ago
L 14459, page 55) it seems a re-review is
iinecasiary. This is because <ome peopla shill hiven't
- got the message that Parados is the large format

: _:uperalm_g s;stemm chiild get.

Simply the best
115 g -matter what system, if any, you are using,
! _;-%mmﬂummnmummm
£ recognise 22 different formats. inchuding RomDOS,

i hﬁammswmscs It doasn, however,

1 renognise RoDOS discs, but then again not much
dises; Another: _n;:pmp_anhlhty 15 that Parados dossn't
‘wairk nder CEWPlus but does work under CF,/M
212, You canyof Course, use standard Data format
discs unter both. & well as acknowledging this
i - immymiad iof farmats-from your antial CPC bootup, you

“can read, write to and format across them.

'ﬂfﬂﬂgﬂl‘ in Parados?
‘InitiaBy Parados is transparent to the user, | feking up
iy st bytes in memory, Ut you issue an RSX o
(Ebring Up the Parados dise utity, This s spit into two

hnndows with a pop-up meni runnng along the
~bottom tow. The filename window takes up a large
i ptegsortion of the screen. To the right of this is the
| mformation bow, teling you what format your logged

e |
o G

FJ‘;
QS

- —

PARADOS

v
SR |

disc is, how many K are
available on it and 50 on.
This utiity lets you
perform just about every
ophan you could require,
except that there's no
ext — :.'t-u!melurﬁwt

@ fila u:-pmm

each accessible from
different menus, To
ACCESS one you have to
hold down [SHIFT], the
other [COMTROL]. At frst

the keyprasses seem a
it feddly but you 5000 get
used to them.

In the disc menu the main options are
® Format,
W Verify,
® Configure and,
@ Log. il
They do what you would expect. An important
aspect in the Configire menu, which is scarcely
mentioned in the instruction manual, 15 that you can
set up Parados to read the second side of 2 3. 5nch
disc, This sie switching is useful f you get a disc
from a user who has a side switch when you don't.

Go backwards to format

The menu bar long the bottom shows a backup
option which, in fact, was never mplemented. You

Parados: H's the CPL disc operating system por sxcsllancs.

Parados: soltwere side switching Is one of the, wseful, aptions.

can format discs quickly — and backwards!

Bachwards formatting is 3 clever feature which is
rarely used by other such disc utilties. This 15 whena
the: compater starts formatting from track 39 and
counts down to O which means that the directory of
the disc is the last thing to be'wiped;

All is not lost =
Bachwards formatting means that i yau Studdenty
realise that you are farmalting the wWrong disc, which
happens all oo often, you only lose the last few
tracks, If the disc were not full all the files maght still
be intact; and at worst some shoudd still be there.
There are several occasions on which | could have
done with this facility. There is nothing worse than
realising you are formatting the disc'in drive A

Filling in the
format

With 22 different formats on offer which do you
choose? You should format 3-inch discs to the
standard Data Format to ensure compatibility
with othér machines. Though, if you are the only
person who uses the disc, then you can use one
of the special Parados formats that gives you
203K on one side of a 3-inch disc,

Parados also provides compatibility for
Ultraform an old Amstrad Action Type-in that
also gives you 203K on a side.

Its on the 3.5-inch discs that Parados really
comes into its own. Double-sided 80 track
formats are thosa with the potential for more
than 700K on one disc. Six of these are on
offer, the most reliabla of which is RomDOS D1
which gives you 716K and a possible 128
directory entries.
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PARADOS

O

Complete
compatibility

Parados sits quite happily in any ROM slot in
a ROMboard though you can use Parados as
a complete replacement for AmsDOS, the
original disc aperating system inside your
CPC. This not only saves a space in your
ROMboard but, more importantly, gives you
complete compatibility with other software.

This means you can use your large format
discs with Stop Press, Art Studio, and all
those other programs that wouldn't normally
work. However, you can't use it with CP,/M
Plus as this uses all its own disc routines.

In the older £128 and 664 machines the
AmsDOS chip (40015) is in a socket and you
can gentdy prise it out with a screwdriver and
pop Parados in in its place. On later 6128s

Parados: all veers are displayed af ance.

mstead of B just alter you have seen the track
rumber move up past 1.

Looking at the menu

in the fles men you hawve the power to:

& Change fle attributes:

# Rename;

& Erase and;

& Move a file ko a different user area,

A header reader would have been a moe addibon. ..
In the main window the files are spread in

this Amsdos chip was maching soldered to
the motherboard. Replacement should
therefore only be performed by anyona with
extremaly competent soldering skills - this is
dufinitely not something you should attempt if
you are a noviee as you could easily write off
your compater,

For ance 464 owners have an advantage
as the AmsDOS ROM inside the DD-1
interface is in a ROM socket so you can
replace it with ease. The only drawback of
installing Parados directly into you CPC is
that you can no longer use DR LOGD 3 under

100K free memory for the butfer, it vanes with the
number of files on the logged disc. You may think
that this is plenty but if you are lucky enough 10 own
a sicon disc or any exira memory Parados
recognises up to 576K which ges you a 550K
bufter. This bufiering minimises disc swapping and
speads up copying when you ara transferring files.

To sum vp
Parados is the best operatmg system of its type on
the CPC_ The wtility is

CP/M as part of this program is stered on the
AmsDOS ROM.

both powerful and
appanently bugz-free. but it
does have a couple of
irmitating features. These
aside, if you were
confused as. to which DOS
to get you should now be
comanced that there is
only one worth
considernng.

if, on the other hkand,
you've already got an
operating systern, is it
worth upgrading to
Parados?

Yes! it 15 worth

Parados
regained

Product; ParaD05

Price: £14.98 [ROM only)

Supplier: CampurSoft, 10 Meintash Court,
Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2ZHW

= 0141 554 4735/ Tax 0141 227 4486.

a RomDOS disc to an MSB00 disc all in one fell

Porados supports 22 different lormats.

columns of three each with 20 rows. To select a file
you must use the up and down cursor keys. [f there
are more than 20 and the next column is already in
use you cannot use the left and nght keys to ump
across which is rather annoying.

(n discs with more than 60 files you can scrod
oo the niext page. The names are displayed
regardiess of the user nimber or whether files are
hidden or nat. You can set Parados to read a single

user if, in the unlkely event, you have very organised

disc structures. You can, however, set this figure to
229 to view all the erased files on a disc, which you
can then move nto user 0 10 unerase them using
the move option.

Play tag and win!

To Copy, Rename, Erase or Change the attnbutes of

mubtiple files you tag them and perform the
ppergtion i one go, For ease you can tag or untzg
a whole disc with one keypress.

Copying multiple b

where the Parados
buffer shines, on & 1 28K machne you have around

e 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION

instaling Parados even if
you have the previous king of operating systems,
RomDOS, (the onginal Roml0S, that is, not the
bugged RomDOS X1]

The Parados disc copeer is an
essential utility for RomDOS,
aiter all what other
piece of software
fets you
COpY
from

swoop?
So, throwe away M3copy, MaxiDOS5, RomDOS and
all associated programs and let Parados do the lok
for you in one package.

PARADOS
C8os 7

i#'s vp tor grabs. Porados £




Hackit is a one-slot romboard with many uses. Could it be
what you're looking for? Richard Wildey helps you decide.

Huockit: the graphical memory dump.

Hackit is a foreground ROM so it initialises before
BAZIC, or any other ROM, should you want it fo.
There is an on and off switch so it's complately
out of the way when you don't need it.

What's the use?

Hackit has many uses:

@ it is an excellent software development tool;
& it's prefty useful for hunting down pokes for
infinite lives in games, and,

@ you can use it to, er, examine, not copy of
course, other people's code;

With Hackit you can break imto a program
‘while it's running and do such helpful things as:
@ disassemble to the screen or disc;

@ edit the memory, search for values;
& save areas of code.

Hackit also has many other practical
features. For example, it also includes an
assembder. This is notariousty user-unfriendly but
it does its job. For example, with the Multiface
you can CALL directly, bat if you use Hackit,
once you have broken into a program you cannot
refurn unless you know the memory address at
which you stopped it

Hackit v the Multiface
People are often under the misconception that
Hachit is similar to the Muttiface, but, in fact, the
two are not really comparable. The Multiface
gives you basic memary

T iow the memery a3 HEX and ASCH.

editing features whereas Hackit is a
spacialised tool for serious users with a
knowledge of assembly language.

Hackit can also help you advance your
understanding of machine code as you can
disassemble other people’s programs to
find out what makes them tick. Dont
ahways take what Hackit tells you as
gospel, though, because, undocumented
op codes fool it and cause it to stop
disassembling.

Hackit doesn't ke indirect addressing
thinking mnemonics such as LD HL I&Z-DESI'
are LD HL,&2033, in fact, Hackit has been
known to make up op codes of its own
However if it's only your own programs that

you're looking at, and you stick purely to
programming legal commands, Hackit should
have no problems.

@ the ability to perfarm IN and OUT operations.
All in all Hackit is an excellent piece of
hardware but it is let down by poor software. The
assembler is awful to use but the dissembler
certainly makes a programmer’s life a lot sasier.

Open wide and say ‘ah!’
If your program has crashed you can dive in and
examine the memory to check everything is in
order. You could also try forcing it out of a
situation by calling subroutines directly with
parameters that Hackit lets you set up.

Other features within Hackit are:
® 2 header reader;
® hexadecimal to decimal converter:

@ the ability to fill and move code, and,

All the commands which are -ﬂi'llinl;ll;.lb.

Where to go

Unfortunately, Siren Software no longer make Thare are several versions of Hackit, but those
Hackit so it's time to trawl those AA reader ads beyond Version 4 have the assembler and are
again, or place your own, see page 9. reputed to contain fewer bugs, There are also
Clubs such as WACC! and UAUG (see the some French wersions floating around so make
Amscene Directory on the covertape for club sure what you know what you're getting. Hackit
contact details] may also be able to help you out  originally retailed at £35 but was reduced to

i you do want to get a copy of Hackit £25 zo don't pay much more, if any, than this.

Recovery positions

Hackit is handy if your computer crashes and you &re in danger of losing hours of work. Assuming
the computer has just hung’, rather than reset, you can jump into Hackit, enter [D] to initialise
AmsDOS then input [S] with your chosen filename to save, Then pick the relevant addresses from
those in the box, use the same address for Entry and Load as the given start address, and then you
should find that the panic should be over. Where the length of code varies use the graphical memory
dump ([M]] to find the end then fine tune this figure with the memory editor.

Program Start Length Additional
information
Protext (ROM/disc) &172 Unknown Save as Binary
Maxam (ROM./disc) &170 Unknown Save as Binary
QCP Art Studio £4000 &4000 Change to Bank 2
TUSS clipboard &4000 54000 Change to Bank 4
BASIC &170 Uinknown Save as BASIC

June 1995 AMISTRAD ACTION



COMPETITION

You foo can make it
big! What? Your
text, that is, using
MicroDesign Exira.
And we have three
copies us prizes!

‘ruu. we have three copies of
MicroDesign Extra, warth £14.99 sach,
to rush to the winners of this month's
coruscating competition. This is your chance
to win a package which can make your posters
and nawsletters outshine those of the
competition.

Ute MicroDesign Extra for its
@ clip art;
@ sheet music facilities;
@ headliing fonts.

In her review of MicroDesign Extra, in

¥ W I..‘-"lﬂj.

L]
-l'-""“

I-'.‘

AALLlG, [Designs on layout,
page 18) Angela Cook concluded:

lot then MicroDesign Extra is an almost
essential piece of software. However, if you
don't use MicroDesign much, and then only to
play around with while you are trying to work
out how to use it, don't bother buying
MicroDesign Extra. But, if you fall into the
latter category, then you are really not getting
the most out of your CPC."

And Angela should know because, in the
same article, she confesses:

"l used to use MicroDesign for designing
front pages, newspapers and reports in
connection with my homework when | was still
at school.”

Angela finds that MicroDesign Extra
enhances the versatility of MicroDesign. So, if
you are into design or need to layout almost
any kind of docement, and have, or are
thinking about buying, MicroDesign you need
MicroDesign Extra. 5o, if you agree, why not
take up this opporiunity to win a copy?

Remember, we hawve three copies up for grabs.

Simply answer the question which follows,

“If you have MicroDesign and use it a

Amstrad Games Cartridges for the 6128+/464+/GX 4000
* Mo Exit * Dperation Thunderbalt
* MWavy Seals * Switch Blade
* Pro Tennis Tour * Klax
* Barbarian 11 * Robocop 1T
* Batman The Movie * Pang
All games are unboxed'without instructions at a special price of £9.99
All Ten Games AL A Spec ial Ofler Price of £74,00
Amstrad 6128+/464+/GX4000
Enfarcer Carttidge for the Trojin Phprer Gun
Amstrad Burmin' Rubber/ Loco Basie Carvldge ............
Armsirad 6128464 Instruction Manual
Amstrad #6484+ Computer with Stereo |
Amstrad 6128 #4464+ kevboard memb
Amstrad Paddle Controllers (6128+/4684+/G
Amstrad 6128+ Computer & Mono Sieren
Amstrad CM 14 Colour Stereo Moniior T =
Amsirad MMI12 Mono Stereo Monitor .. erereeoossares rmE e
Amstrad 464+ Computer Console .

Amstrad 464 and 6128 General

f'hft'l"-Ll.l:lj LE"] !_ll.']'ll Fe:lt .1.1:||:'|. -.nl'1.1.'....1.r1. F|1r the -1-r-u1-

....... E14.99
E 15 S

then send your answer on a postcard or on the
back-of-an-envelope to:

It's a pig of a question, Amstrad Action,
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW or
e-mail it to aa@futurenet.co.uk before Friday,
30 June 1995,

And the question is:

What was the original name of the original
company that produced the original
MicroDesign?®

" Clue:; book in the Micralesign Extra review in AAL1E.

New designs?

For more information about MicroDesign Extra
and to find what's happening with the proposed
updated version of MicroDesign - MicroDesign
2 = contact CampurSoft, 10 Mcintosh Couwrt,
Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW

w0141 554 4735, fax 0141 227 4486,

Waterworld Babylon 5 Red

arf Aliens Blade Runner X
lles The Prisoner Blake’s 7

r Wars Village of the Damn
d Tank Girl Thunderbirds De
p Space Nine Clive Barker T

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the G

Amsirad Printe
Amstrad JY2 Jo
Amstrod] 46
Part 1l ....
Fart 2
;‘;1nhl:—.|r|. -dl."'l

....PJI kof 10 £15. II\I.II

: d Bluc or Red £4.99

"m.'l.ll: JI'J. 'I.1.llLl|:| T_]:L.jl: 'r1.1..!-|: El.nnL Il{'u.rl :In.\u-,-u I"'- S0 S
ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, P.-’J.E'EI"'.[G ETC.

LL ORDERS BY RETURN..CHEQUESVISA/ACCESS/PO'S,

¥ TRADING POST =

CTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TF11 SAF
TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135

axy Johnny Mnemonic Godzil
a Akira Spiderman Mission |
possible Stargate Space:199¢

fé= Goming soon S F X




AA’s resident archivist
Richard Fairhurst refurns
with a hardware project
from the past and also
answers some of your more
up-to-date guestions.

Colour dumped

| recently got the Citizen ABC-24

colour printer and the OCP Advanced
Art Studio for my 464. | have used different
colours in my pictures but when | print them

out they only print in black and white. And yes,

| do have a colour ribbon.
Pleage tell me how to print in colour.
Pauwl Walker, Harrogate

Advanced Art Studio’s busltt-an print Foutine
i5 only for black and white printers -
affordable colour printing 15 a relatively
recent devebopment and OCP is an old program!
Howewver, twa commaercial programs prnt
pictures in colour:

@ ColourDuwmp 3

from 0J Softeare,
273 Mossy Lea

Road, Wnghtington,

Mr Wigan, Lancs
WG SN
w (01257 421915),
price £15.95, and
the shower,
& printer driver from
Dated Electronics,
Zowvan Road, Fenbon
Industrial Estate

Fenton,

Stoke on-Trent
: 574 2RSS = 01782 744707,

price £19.90. Both programs are on dise onhy

However. a word of warning....

Both programs are designed for Star colour
printers. if — as 5 highly lkely — your Citizen doesn't
use the same codes (of the form ((C)) to et a
codour), you need to ask a friendly hacker to tweak
the program, o e up on pontong pclures in
color altogether

Check your primter manuall

Pin-head
Can you tell me a firm which supply a
plug-on side switch for my 3.5-inch
disc drive? Avatar dogsn’t seem o be
supplying them now or, at least, not for me -
they sent my money back.
Derrick Frost, Northampton

Sadly, no other CPC frm ever supphed
plug-on side switch umrls Howewer, it is
relatvely easy to add 3 (nonplug-on ssde

swite bt yourself. If you're not happy with a soldenng
won iy gaang the folowing instruchions 1o 3 bod at
wour local electronics shop

Look for a 34-wwe cable comecting yoa CPC to
the 3 Sinch dsc drive. The red wire or one side
connects to pin 1, the ware harthest from i connects
to pin 34. So, by counting between them, kncate the
cable which connec!s o pen 32

Mow whip out your soldenng iron and connect 3
swilch ISPDT, meaning, sngle pole, double throw)
bebween this and one of the cables mmedsately next
to it b other words, | mean pin 31 o pan 33, which
are both ground

Mow use this switch to fip between side (1 and
side 1, to use RomDOS or Parald]5 double sided
formats, set it to sade 0

That should do ii!

Covertape

s ® sprites
clinic

kY

: - ol (

A .

Disappearing acts: first the software
company, then the game?

Evaporated disc
| do not know if others have had this
problem, but perhaps you can help.
| have two Infogrames disc games (Teenage
Queen and Captain Bleod), both of which have
evaporated off the discs. These have been
stored with other discs which are still okay.
How do | go about replacing my games as
the company, which used to advertise in AA,
has disappeared. | am now worried about Sim
City, produced by the same company: on side

Save our

I've managed to caplure a
couple of sprites

off the AALLS covertap
can’t sawe them. Option
the menu doesn't a

ption of what t
looks like or someth

Spelling checker blues
1 werspel to work on my computer
h
Is there an er
need & mam-
Sally Tomli

Do anything you wanna deo: save
sprites wsing TUSS and option 9.

June 1995 AMSTRAD ACTIHOM
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TECHY TIPS

WEXXOR

view S i

AnSTRAE SISE ETILITE

- o N

(riids
e ke
it

You might like to try backing up your disc
games and stonng the backups i a safe place,
to present future catastrophes.,

The best program currently available for
such a job 15 Richard Wilson's Xexor (from
Sentinel Software, 41 Enmore Gardens, East
Sheen, London SW14 8RF,

c594mwBbeunel ac.uk, £14.99), Although it
won't back up 2l games it can cope with more
software than any other copeer.

Are you, by any chance, storing your

discs near 3 magnetic field of any type, as
produced by monitors, power supplies, TVs,

But no need to exert
Don‘t back off, back wPp. wp most discs for you-

yourself - Xexor will back

A, | have ADH.BIN (15k), ADL.BIN [40k). DISC.
{1K] and nothing on side B.

Does this seem right?
G Hayes, London

o | ot you need to worry about Sim City in
particular. The 1K file i= the loader, the
15K file the oading screen, and the 40K

filz the main code = &ll perfectly above
board. Side B of disc games is usually blank, tog.

- TOP TIPS

Hardware to port...!
By popular demand, this month's Top tips
mmaprnhﬂmhulﬁ'mmmm
have reprinted another project which graced the
pages of an even older copy of AA, but the, by
far the more professional, design of this cne
bears repeating. {If you want to build the other
project it worked by routing the cassette motor
on/off signal to bit § of the printer. This is fine i
you can stand a ‘click’ every time you want to
print a character above 127, but it's a litte tatty!)
i you're not confident with a soldering iron,
~ oF you don’t know what IC stands for, get
someone else to assembbe the project for you.
Atternpting to build a hardware project where
you are not quite sure what you are doing is a
sura-fire way to damage your printer, your CPC,
and various parts of your anatomy.
On the up side, howewer,

=  ELECTRONC

o=

¥

Map:lin it out. You con build an A3S.

June 1995 AMSTRAD ACTHMNM

speakers and such kke? This could be the
source of your problems.

Alternatively, it could be that someane
maght merely be trying to prevent you playing wvie
and depraved software such as Teenage Queen...

Iinsane in the
membrane
| have a 664 with a damaged keyboard
membrane, and | am having difficulty finding a
replacement.
it | can't find one can | remove the disc
drive, make a casing to house it and connect it

this isn't a particularly complex project, so if you
have a reasonable amount of experience with
such things you shouldn't really encounter too
many problems.

Plus owners, by the way, needn’t bother with
this - you have an 8-bit printer port built into
your machine, which only requires a short listing
to get up and running, and which we'll deal with
when the original CPC project ks finished.

Al of these parts should be readily available
from any reputable electronics components
supplier. Get the Maplin Electronics (mail order
W H Smiith's, look out for branches of Maplin in
large cities or try their customer services
= 01702 552911 to find your nearest branch.
You nead:
® one each of the following ICs: 74-133, 74-138,
T4-273, 7T4-241, 74-02, 74-121. These are
usially catalogued as, for example, 74HC133
(the CMOS version) or 74L5133;
& a socket for each, 0 add two 14-pin IC
sockets, two 16-pin sockets, and two 20-pin
sockets o your list;
# one socket to hook up to the (S0-way) edge
connector on the CPC;
® one 36-way Centronics connector for the
printer. If you use a CPC-specific printer lead you
need 3 more standard male-to-maile lead to use
thiz imterface.
The port also requires:
& three R1,/2/4 4K7 Ohm resistors;
@ an R3 150 Ohm resistor; and a
& Cl 1 5F capacitor;
® a Vero-0 stripboard, Mmmglt
hold of, is ideal for mounting the whole project
on, thanks to its 1C-ready’ etchings. And finally,
# the wire! Wire wrap, which Is thinner than the
normal stuff, makes fine electronics work such
as this a good deal easier.

Hard facts

The preject sits on the expansion port of your
CPBC, rather than on the printer port, and
implements a whole new B-bit data port. In

as a first disc drive for my 4647
And if s0, how?
W Gilthespy, Aylesbury

If you haven't done so already, CPC PLC
are the people to contact for all your
replacement Amestrad parts (CPC PLC,
Component House, Faraday Drive, Fulwood,
Preston PRZ 4PP = 01772 654477).

You could also try the AA classifieds on page 9.
You might find that someone, somewhere, has a
dead 664, with a perfectly decent keyboard that he
or she is willing toc get rid of. (Hawving said this,
though, | must admit that keyboard failure is
probably the most commaon [awlt with 6641

Disc drive mechanisms are pretty much the
same on all CPCs, but, sadly, thera's more to a 464
first drive’ than just the actual disc drive itself

The CPC 464 doesn'l have any circuitre to
control the disc drive, or even an AmsDOS ROM
This is why a first drve for the 464 originally cost
£160, whereas a second drive was priced at a much
maore reasonable (ahem) £100. Again, you- best bet
is to try the AA classifieds to see if anyone is
offering the working part of a DDF] which has
partially broken down.

addition, there's the necessary strobe output
[uged to tall the printer that a new character has
been sant) and ‘busy” input. Theoretically, then,
you could connect two printers to your CPC at
ance, one off each port, Mﬂ!!ﬂ“m
want to do o is a different matter...

Tommm;mwum“
port, you need to type in a short listing that
redirects the firmware print routine to use 1/0
aﬂummmMmmmwm
(the strobe/busy port).

Here's a simple listing to do the job.

108 NEMORY ASTFF

118 FOR n=#A0G8 TO EAOSE -

128 READ a§: PONE m,VAL(_M #af)

130 NEXT: CALL &0e0

140 DATR 3E,C3,21,28,80,11, Ba ]

158 DATA CD,52,00,11,27,40,00,58
160 DATH 80,10,20,40,00,52, 80,11
170 DATA 37,48,CD,52,00,20,F1,80
180 DATA 11,43,80,CD0,52,00,00,05
150 DATA CD,43,h0,C1,09,C5,01,F6

200 BATA FI,ED,48,CB,41,01,00,C8

210 BATA ©1,F3,FR,ED,74,08,E0. 74

220 BATA €1,37,09,01,32,00,00, 20

230 BATA A@,28,EC,19,79,00,20,F6

240 DATA B7,CY,77,23,73.23, 72,282,038

Note, however, that any software that reinitialises
the fmmware or uses its own print routing =
which, incidentally, includes anything which is
CP/M-based - needs to be hacked soversly
before it can use the new facilities. .

NEXT MONTH:

For probably the first ime, Techy Forum,
f, ‘Mext month” box! [A&
r Britain.)
you'll have to

real:lu s fa
Due

wait another

how

our weeks for information on
ut the port together. Sarry.

r, if the amount of mall we've
received on this subject is anything to go
by. Maplin needs to stock up on parts.
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PRICE
WHO SAID THAT £13.95
SMART PLUS [PLUS OMLY)E£13-95
ROUTEPLANNER £19.95
DES | £24 95

UNDERSEA ADVENTURE £E9-95
MASTERS OF SPACE £9-95
STAR DRIVER £9.95
ABANDOMNED ETBA
DES (DISC) £13.95 MICRO DESIGN PLUS £24.95
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ABANDOMED

ETBA (128K only)

They said it couldn’t be done - but now the CPC has its own
answer fo DOOM. Super fost scaled blasting action set on on
abandoned moon-base and its mines. Comes in Plus and CPC
versions = Please wrile or phone for details.

ROUTEPLANMER

£19.95 |128k Disc)

This will map any route in the British lsles. With up to date road
information, this program is essential for any UK road user.
DES

£23.95 (ROM) £13.95 (Disc)

The CPC’s genuine desklop system is fast becoming standard
among CPC users. It olfers a hull windows style interface, with
dozens of disc functions.

DES APPLICATIONS 1

£13.95 (128k only)

This is a collection of programs which run in the DES operating
system. They include:- Calculotor, Notepad, Diary, Address Book,
and the DES Tiles.

MICRO DESIGN PLUS

£24.95 (128k only]

The best DTP on the CPC, with more fectures and fontaskic print
quality. Can produce poges up fo A4 size with good resclution
using a special 256k poge. Lots of fonts + clip art are also

availabla.

All pragrams are on 3" or 3.5" unless stated ~ Please
specify the format required. All orders over £20 have a
10% discount until the end of JUNE. If you would like a
catalogue or any information on any of our programs
please send a SAE.

WVT Wimtla
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BACK ISSUES
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Don’t miss out! All the AA covertapes, all the tips
and all the hot-off-the-press info for less money!

Check out these crazy prices...
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1 back iSSUE ..ccccevceccaccaces. £2.50
2 back iSSUES cececcceccccceceec. £4.50
3 back issues ....ccccecceeeeceeec. £6.50
4 back ISSUES ccceveccscccccccee £7.50
All extra issves.....add £1.50 for each
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Amsitrad Action Back Issues

Mame

Address _

Post code

Phone Mo

Method of payment (please tick)

Access :I Visa :-I

Credit Card No |

po ]

Cheque :l

Expiry date |

Postage and packing rates (per order)

@ UK £1 ® Europe £2 @ Rest of the world £4

| would like the following back issues...

Cost of back issues < o i I~
Please add cost of postage and packaging £ LR
Total cost - S|

Please make all chegues payable in pounds sterling to Future
Publishing Limited and send the whole lot off to:
Amstrad Action Back Issues, Future Publishing, FREEPOST,

Somerton, Somerset TA11l 6BR. No stamp needed within the UK.




