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Canny CPC users know where to get the
hard- and software they want and for a good
price, too. David Crookes cuts out the

*confusion and frustration and leads you to
the sources of the best CPC bargains.

17 Who are you?
(The 1995 AA
reader survey)

More reviews? Fewer Techy Tips? Less
machine code? We ask the questions. You
give us the answers, honestly, accurately
and in your own time. We learn more about
mhwwa:ummnmgameand
,as if that's not reward enough - you could
win a Jiffy Bag of software, too!
Nwmlfntfmrurwﬂ! y

3 What's happening
CPC news. Also, ‘at home' with AA and
Ad readers on the Internet.

.
Reaction
Letters, even the odd sentence. -

Serious action!
We've got it taped. For you.

Amscene Directory
The AA guide to who's who and where.
Want to be in the know? Start here.

15 Classifieds

You've got it, someone, somewhere,
wants it. You want it? Someone's got it.

20 Competition!
A BrunWord Elite Mark § ROM Modufe
needs a new owner. Could it be you?

24 Back issuves

Indispensable and ingxpensive. If you
misged out the first time all is not lost.

Serious stuff

10 Basically BASIC
File fiesta. Three types of CPC files.

: 16 Assembly line

Richard Fairhurst goes loopy — 2l in the
interests of CPC research, of course.

20 COMPE'I'I‘I'IOH'

Let your CPC bear the brunt of your word -
processing burden with the BrunWord package.
BrunWord is a byword for quality word
processing and you could win the Elite Mark Il
ROM Module - if you enter our quick
competition! Turn to page 20 now!

19 Hardware
You can screen and screen until
you're sick, using a Vidi Digitiser.
Richard Wildey calls the shots,

21 Techy forum
Is the heat on? Richard Fairhurst can
advise. Need to improve your
connections? Richard can help.

BrunWord
ROM

Leisure zone

The Ultimate
Sprite Searcher
Graphically challenged? Show
what you mean by adding
pictures to your plots.
Designed for disc users but tape
types can use it, too. Whether you
have 128K, 64K or the multiface
128K or 6K versions, no matter!
Make your programs action-packed

6 Public image
Does Finger Print make its mark? Do
Rambase v4.6 and Dave’s House count
for amything? Keith Waoods is the judge.

Further reading

Mews and reviews from the CPC ‘zine
scene. Also, ‘A Rough Guide to Pictures”,

Weser'
n
Get a Clint in your eye when
you turn sharp shooter in an
all-time classic. Never mind
pumping iron, it's bullets
you need to shift!

Cyherhoy

An a-maze-ing race

e O and image- AA116 on sale:
and popping pills |= | infested with 3 =
in ‘probably the Tusst Thursday,
most difficult =\ U s 20 April 1995
Pacman game you've Turn fo
ever played.’ Can  pop nnp cute? pcge 5
you handle it? Don't b fasled. now! I Ulure ::'EEM‘,_E;!,&%N
rrarisminG Fieapio
Your guarmtes of vaken




Hard core?
Hard stance

‘Woeried about the profiferation of

-pomograpty amang FD Boraries or
commercial software outlets? Then ask if your library.
is a member of Watchdog-8 or PSD (Professional
Standards for Distribution).

Watchdog-8 is 2 new voluntary scheme for the
software industry: it is run by the people at Prism PD
but is ‘unbiased" and independent of that company
says a spokesman. [t is based on the PSD, the
largest official watchdog for the all format computer
indusiry. The PSD works alongside Trading
Standardls and with the computer crime divisions of
county canstabtlanes and with New Scotland Yard.

Thi PSE aims to remove the spread of
pomoRrapiic software in two ways: Lo make sure
that mail arder comoanies clearly label material that
isn't suitable for children 5o there are ‘no unpleasant
surprises:n the post said a spokesman; and to
pass to the police, details of companies suspected
of dealing in child pornography, for example.

Ta join Watchdog-8 software companies
complete an apphcation form. If all is in order, the
compary making the application receives a logo o
use onits stationery. .

PS50 John Dudiey = 01621 778778,
Watchdog-8, 13 Rodnay Close, Rughy CV22 T,

Coming to a
PC nedr you
World Wile Wek s the
liveliast, trendiest plage to
be on the internet (that
source of information and
opmms ﬂza!.ﬂlshelleutrs S

< camplamts of PMT or ME}
Wiite ot can't access

It with your. CPE the floods
e ema_![:ecewzd SINCe We
_ published tre AdIntemeat
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Information Superhighway. Al b5 on
The official A site 53t pow the
http:/fvan futurenet. co.uk/ Nest See
‘Coming to
a PC near
you', left.

Amstrad Action
Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW

= 01225 442244

Fax 01225 446019

E-mail aa@futurenet.co.uk

NOTE: Please do nat ring the office for
advice. We can only answer your
questions through the pages of the
magazing. Please send writlen enquines
i one of the addresses above.

Editor Karen Lavell
Production Editer Rebecca Lack
Art Editor Rob Pengilley

hittp:/wviw futuirenet.co.uk/ this is the front page of
the Future Publishing WWW site with links info the
home pages of all the Future magazines.

You can also find your way to the home page of
Al reader K.EW Thacker at
Fiktp:/www.cm.chac ok /UserH.EW/Amstrad or
that of AA fan 'blup”.

{lf you are bemused by the above information
refer back to 'Get the message’, AAL05.)

FUTURE MUSIC'S

The sound of music...

Want to make music, sweet, sweet music? Then
come along to MEMS billed as: ‘the ultimate event to
learn what’s hip ‘" happening in the world of music
and sound technology... and an ace place for
computer fans, too."

At MEMS, you'll find demos and displays from
the world's leading kit manufacturers and also from
the distributors.

The dates are Friday, 21 to
Sunday, 23 April and the place,
Otympéa in London. Tickets cost
£5 in advance or £8 on the
door, but Amstrad Action have ..
secured five to give away 1o
readersl.

All you have
to dois tell us
il - which tube line
Olympia is on.
| But hurry -
| togetthe
| winners' tickets
T the on time
we need to
Feceive your
answers by
| Monday, 10
| Apeil.

Ticket hotline:
w 01369 TOTS8E.

Ad Sales Executive Rob Bennett
Publisher Simon Stansfield

Joint Managing Director Greg Ingham
Chalrmsan Nick Alexander

Production Clair Booth/Jayne Owen

Ad Design Cherry Coad

Circulation Manager Jon Bickley

@ Future Publishing Lid 1995

* Amstrad Action is an independent publication. The

‘compary producing it has no connection with Amstrad
plc. We cannot guarantes fo return material submitted,
nor can we enter into personal comespandedice. We
reserve the right to edit any material gubmitted for
reasons of space and clarity.

NEWS

o

What's happening...__' -

Compo winners

WACCI for free

CampurSoft is offering a free copy of WAC(.T o new
customers buying software. Mo minimum purchase
is necessary.

DES you or DESn’t you?
CampurSoft is offering two free DES prograns o
DES ROM owners. Send & disc, SAEifty Bag and
state whether you want the screen grabber Camera
of the tracking sector editor Disc Editor, (The latter
is wery powerful and isn't surtable for hégin_r_!e i

No waifing .
The eight socket (you cen upgrade to 215 sucket
version, fater] ROMbox from CampurSoit enasies
instant access to your program/programs s¢ not
only does it save you time but it reduces WEAT an
your hard drive, too, §
A ROMBbox is 2 program encoder on 3 chipso -
you onty need fo access your disc when sa\nng or i
loading a particular datafile, - -
Mote that to work with a Bouhox alt GP{; Plu;. :
machines reduire a peripheral. adepior [not auailable
from CampurSoft). Price £35 plus £2 pé ;
CampurSaft: 10 Mcintash Court, Wellpark, Glasgow
G31 2HW = 0141 554 4735 Fax = 0141 227 4486

3-inch discs for sale
Original Maxell and Amsoft Hnch discs for sale, £25
{inc! p&p) for ten discs. CampurSoft has received a
new consignment. Numbers are, however, limited fo
ten discs per person. From CampurSoit.

{For contact information see above.)

Contributions are only accepted on the basis of full
assignment of copyright to Future Publishing. All letters
submitted are assumed to be for publication. We take
care to ensure that overything we publish is accurate, but
«cannot be liable for any errors or omissions. Ne part of
this publication may b reproduced In any form without.
written permission,

Amstrad Action recognises all copyrights contained
within this issue. Where possible we have acknowledged
the copyright holder. Piease foel froe to contact us if we.
have falled to recognise your copyright ~ we will be
happy to correct any eversight.

Printed in the UK by Wiliam Gibbons and Sons Ltd,
Willenhall, West Midlands WV13 3XT.

April1995 AMSTRAD ACTION
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Write to us ai: Reaction, Amsfrad Action, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Aven BA1 2BW or you can e-mail us at
aa@futurenet.co.uk putting ‘reaction’ in the subject line.
web ieul Perhaps blup can help the next —the ch at

| wrote to you sUggesting you create your own Este end of his e-mail adcress tells me he's in
AA home page. Now you have and I've had a

look at it {see ‘Coming to a PC near you', page German -ufng ideus?

3 - Ed). | think it is very goed, quite amazing, in "
fact. Especially all the pictures. So how about I go 10 Germany STy TUMmAL: for my holidays
and it would be nice to buy some German

covering the following topics...

@ ftp-sites with amstrad cpe-software, games, If you do get games abroad do they still
@ information on how to link a cpc to a pc use the name Amstrad?
@ information on the newest and best Alasdair Stewart, Dundee
cpc-emulators and their use? - ~ d
blup@ezinfo.vmsmail.ethz.ch It's okuy, we're covere
Why not lose more AA-produced pages and
Slowly, slowly please. | was rubbish at foreign replace them with sample fanzines photocopied
languages &t school and this looks nathing like on to AS paper and included as a supplement?
English to me. All those letters without vowels, the This would result in a decent-sized magazine,
ampersand... Sericusly though, blup (that's gotta be provide free advertising for fanzines and user
foreign or you'd be Herbert or Rodney), thank you. groups and reduce AA's production cests. |
Though I'm afraid its Rob, the Art Editor who takes prefer the covertape in its current form - a
credit for the pictures and the Futurenet Ondine complete game plus demes/utilities more than

Editor who put it o to the Web site. Justifies the £2.95 cover price.
If you lock at the Amscene/Directory on page 7 Mark Payne, Redditch

you'll see we have added a new section with

information about ftp-sites far cperelated issues. If Mark

anyone knows of any more, please in. AA costs!

hanks for your concern about our production
Ne are happy to publish details of fanzines

and user g —in fact, any useful CPC info -
our Directory on page 7 which readers can help keep
upto-date by notifying us of changes or omissions.
And, Mark, you asked where to find to buy or
swap games. Our reader 2ds slotis the place. This
month it's o page 15.You could probably trade your
mather, not just your Music Maker package! Though
if you go to MEMS (see page 3) you might be
inspired to keep the MM package. Can't vouch for
your mether, though! AA

Going up

| buy your rad mag when | get the meney. I've
got a 6128 and a GX4000. And I've tons of
questions to ask you...

1 AAis IRE4 here in Ireland. Will this price be
gaing down?

2 Is Trading Post the best place to get carts
from? They.only have 10.

3 Do no software houses make games any
mare? You didn’t review any in AA112,

4 | missed a few good issues. Have you had the
hardware project so the GX4000 can be
plugged up to a cassette recorder?

1 eu may have the best beer and very sexy accents
but you 2lso have 21% VAT o magazines (zero-rated
in the LK) Amyway, Peter you've been bending the
truth. | am reliably informed that A4 costs IRE3.92
not IR£4. Shame on you! And as for going down.
Sorry. From this izssue A4 costs more (wherever you
buy it) - 4p in the UK, so around 7p in Eire.

2 Carts are hard to get hold of. Try Wizard and
Computer Cavern (see Amscene Directary, page 7).
3 It's down o independent stuff, I'm afraid,

4 AGGGEGGHG! AA
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SPAGHETTI
WESTERN

Zeppelin Software
‘Do you feel lucky, punk?®

This manth, it's your chance
to be Clint Eastwood m
Spaghett Wesfern, a game
recently voted one of the alltime
classics by readers of our sister
mag Commodove Format. So
plug in yourjoystick, Bmber up: that trigger finger
and get ready to pump bullets through the
outlaws — which, unsurprisingly, is the general
am of this game.

It's not quite that easy, of

horse and hold on to your Stetsons as sharp
shooting Richurd Fairhurst explains this month’s A4 tape.

| distrass flares
| ha's wearing?

Tether your

left. Moving it right... You get the
general idea,

To pmp (handy to avosd bails
thrown at you), move the joystick
up and in the opposite direction
1o the way you're walking. So if
you're going right, move the
joystick up and left.

CYBERBOY
Sheepsoft/STS Software
Pacman: old hat, right? Move around the maze,

avoid the ghosts, eat the pills, collect the boms

points. Mo problem.

course. Objects of all sorts are
thrown at you, which sap your
energy on contact. And evenon | =~
level 1, the oullaws have a knack
of taking pot shots at you and
ducking behind windows anly to

. . be replaced by an

f;h;s“v 1.

~ w innocent civiians whom
you're not meant to _geoings on in
shoot; partly because Cyherhoy.

Today's CPC generation
demands something
more. Cyberbay's
programmer, Paul
Fairman, came up with
the: following twist fram

- | warped mind.
In this game you can
get out your laser and,

you'll be lised for it,
and partly because you'll waste valuable
amma. {Altristic or wot? - Ed)

Yfour stock of bullets i displayed at
the: bottom of the screen, as a bar
representing your current energy level
and a count of just how much cash your
“fistful of doliars' contains.

You gain the dosh by shooting
outlaws and, oddly enough, picking up
e bags with a daollar sign on them.
While, ta pick up an object, press Fire!
and mowe the joystick down — there are
bombs and new magazines (no, not like
AA) full of ammo to pick up, too.

Maoving the joystick left moves your player

well, waste the ghosts.
Despite this, it's stll probably the most difficutt
Pacman game you've ever played. Control is by
joystick or redefinable keys.

THE ULTIMATE
SPRITE
SEARCHER

Sentinel Soffware

Programmers are programmers, and graphic
artists are graphic artists, and never the twain
shall meet. Which is a bit of a problem when
you've Anished your katest eightlevel scroling
shoot'emaip and the spaceshipis still a capital

the depths of his rather

COVERTAPE

‘N and
still firing full stops at the aliens.

Usmg TUSS, as it's more commaonty knew,
you can get around this by, er... pinching
graphics from other people’s programs. There
are four versions accessible from the TUSS
loading menu: 128K,

64K, and the special
128K and 64K for
Muthiface users.

So firstly load the
program from which
you want to pinch
some graphics into
memory which is
option 2 on the

program menu in the

noemal versions: However, if you have a Multiface
you can select one of the special Multiface
versions and then load a game in the normat
manner. Pressing the red button &t any point
then kicks TUSS info action.

Mext, you need to search through memory for
some graphics. To do this select the screen
mode in which the game plays and then select
option 3. Cursor up and down o move through
memory. When you come across something that
Iooks like jumbled-up graphics rather than a
complete mishmash of game data and code, use
cursor left and night to get the right width.

Use the SHIFT and cursar keys for final
adjustment, and then exit to save the sprite using
aption 9. There are tons of other optians far you

- to play about with and even an RSX sprite driver

<0 you can use the graphics easily in your own
programs (to reprint the TUSS manual woukd
take up the whole magazine).

It's designed for disc users, but tape folks
can use it. Load a Multiface version from the
TUSS menu (press a key immediately that you
see 'Press PLAY then any key'l, or load an
unprotected game file first, followed by.a special
version of the program such as MEMORY &1 7FF:
LOAD “game flename” &1800. Insert side B of
the covertape, wind it to near the end, and fype:
LOAD “TUSSSBO0.64K" &8B00: CALL 48B00.




PUBLIC DOMAIN

Dave's |
fortheslﬁas but if they get ane wrong Dave can't
finish the job and loses his cheery grin.

...And, erm, that's it. No, there are no different

Keith Woods turns brickie, moonlights as a drug dealer and skilllewels, 1o, you car't do anything ofher than

offers a suggestion to the guilty among you - if you
are -xpullng Iln mpl to ull, encrypt your data!

Rambase v4.6
By John Farlie and Barrie Snell
(128K only)
According to the mest recent AA information,
today's most typical Amstrad Action reader is male,
between 30 and 40 years old, and runs a business
on his CPC. At the back of his wardrobe is his old
70°s tux which he stil thinks looks good on him and
which he'd wear if only his wife would let him

I you're one of the multitude that fit this

description (well, maybe apart from the tux bit), then

one of the programs you're most likely to find useful
i5.a good database. Unfortunately, commercial
databases (ke everything else) are hard to come
by, but it probably won't surprise you to know that

i
i

i
i

;

o

q

= ikl i o e L Pl

Rambase v4.6: full of features, free of bugs.
there’s a program in the PD which is almost as good

as any that will set you back, say, £20.

Rambase was first released many moons ago as
2 fairly ordinary database. However, over the years
various users have been edding features to
overcome problems they've encountered, to make
FRambase one of the most fully-featured and bug-free
programs available in the public domain today.

As well as all the usual data handling features
which you'd expect to find in any reasonable
database, Rambase includes very powerful sorting,
searching and field management options.
Mast powerful is the sorting

any part of the file you
want on any
fiehd,

Where
to go

Get Rambase v4.6 from King Arthur's Domain,

Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road, Worthing,
% BN11 3NQ =/fax 01903 206739

option, which allows you to sort

addition and no, there are no other challenges for

without naeding to sort the whale file_
Almost every imaginable field management
option i included, giving you the ability to
add, delete, change or even combine fields
with the minimum of fuss, Added to this,
you can choose where to insert new -
records in a field, merge files or tabulate
the file to produce a compact table with a
variable column width.

To take one example of Rambase’s
frightening versatiity, there’s an option that
allows it 1o double as a label printer. Within

. DAVE*"S HOUSE

zEaNin.

ji=_Tomy

:a1“£uuu

CWPD

-m

this you find another large range of options which
offer you a choice of output sizes, ines and
typefaces. Clearly, if you can think of a useful
feature for a database, chances are somebody's
already incleded it.

The wonder is that with the addition of all these
exira features, Rambase has still managed to
maintain its ease of use. Everything seems to have
been added with practicality alone in mind. Hence
the program doesn’t look very exciting, but though it
lacks any frills, it's got all the thrills imaginable if
entering and sorting data can be thrilling).

The only big problem with Rambase is that
because it's written in BASIC, it's very slow,
especially when you use the sorting option,
However, if you've got the patience
1o put up with this, you'll do well
to find a better database than
Rambase v4.6.

Finger Print

By The Twins

The great thing about the PD, | always say, s that it
caters for all sorts of minority interests through
programs that wouldn't be wuunerualh' wiable,

l;illGIEIP

85%

Finger print: a data encryption program.

Finger Print caters for one such section of our
commaunity - criminals.

Finger Print is like any other decent address
manager, except for one slight difference: it saves
your data in code s0, s it proudly proclaims on the
title screen, if the cops call they won't be able to
access your underworld address book... To decrypt
your data, you enter a special code!

The encryption senice won't be much use to
most people (we hoped, but the
actual address book itself is
about as good as any.

Fﬁ?iv__

The house that Dave bullt - with your help.

your offspring to meet. All this little’game does is to
pick two numbers between ane and 30 and ask the
child what their sum is. Even this is of little use, as
the game is only really testing them, rather than
teaching them. The kids either get the sum right or
wrang - there’s no ‘try again' option.

'What Dave's House sets out
to do it does beautifully.
Trouble is, it does so little it's
hardly worth bothering with.

Drug Baron and Doom

By Tom Dean (Impact)

Tom Dean's long standing disczine Impact has never
been the most popular of CPC magazmes, probably
because some of the prose it contains won't suit
maost tastes. It does have one notable distmction,
however, which is that the Editor, Tom Dean writes
much of the free software which is included himself,
Drug Baron and Doorn are two of the more
interesting games Tom has produced
recently...

Doom
The CPC has traditionally been supported by many
i2ood quality PD adventures from the likes of Simon
foery or Rob Buckley, but unfortunately this is no
langer the case.

Doem will do little to cheer up poverty-stricken
PD adventure fans, as it's everything an adventure

The future of this program looks bleak.




Drug Baron

By Tom Deant
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Flat, no sparkle; just like the coke.

I you think this is slander, turn to pages 18
and 19. We're doing anather survey to find out
who reads AA and what (is it possible to
improve on brilliance?) we can do to fill it with
what you want to read about. You could win a
lot of software... but you have to take part in
the competition, first, of course!

Amscene:
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Aspects (on-line address) 0161 792 0260

FIDO 2:320/220
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€IX = 0181 390 8446
{en-line address) 0181 390 lﬂ!s/l 244

CompuServe © 0B00 289378
Delphi Internet © 0171 757 7150
Direct Connection = 0181 317 0100

-
Fanzines
Aftor Dark £1.50
Westmorland Ave, Newbiggin by-the-Sea,

Northumberiand NEGE snu
Amszine
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PD Power
- 13 Rodney Close, Bilton, Rughy CV22 THL
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Basic PD
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:xa 88D
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NEX"I' MONTH.

In th few manths it se hat all of the
PD's most prominent games programmers
have ed on to other ventures. One man
that's not going any
Brit vid Hall,
next month, herald the return of the famed
(ahem!) Public Image mini-interview with news
of his latest production.

ok out also for reviews of the most recent
monitor programs for techy freaks and the
latest production from the creators of Ghoul's
Writer. In short: don't mi:

tverhamp!
el by

Pacific Software
? Drive, Bury, Lancs BLE TJW
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S0t of more

Image PD

- Darren Bodds, 15 Elmwood Drive,
Pontelond, Newsastle NE20 9GQ
Also peovides 3 digilising Sendce.

Jame PD

= 01676 533467
Atwoside selfection cost ST 35 DRegide.
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Hardware
Datel = 01782 744707
Microform (Fax me.} 01772 703131
Romantic Robot = 0181 200 8870
Stgﬂs Hol: Road, South Wal
CF6 GHW = 01446 700740 o
Indie
Software
Companies

é Mcintosh Court, Wel » Glasgow
PR Rt A i

43-....,'“"& Avenve, Mutloy, Plymouth
PLA TBX

Crystal X Seftware
= 11 Vicorage View, Redditch, Worcs 897 4RF

wied e

Radical Seftware, Brympton Cottage, Brumswick
Road, Wi West Sussex BN o
o ffax owo:"gnnuv

SD Microsystoms.
= 01953 483750 -

Sentinel Software

a1 lnmn sad.m, East Sheen, London
SW14 BRF c.mail: c+98rrwiBrunel.ac.uk
# STS titkes and a few original products.

iren Software.
n 0161 7965279

Mail Order

Troding Post = 01952 462135
Trojon = 01554 777993

Wizard Games Ja: 01723 3765806,

=01723 503!
Services
m".izﬂzs.;"m::ssxm e
=/fax 01903

Games

Software
svuppliers
©OJ Software = 01257 421915
Computer Cavern v 01628 891101

st
298 Holten Rond, Barcy, South Wales
€F6 SHW - 01846 700740

ronics North
¥ nm 6177 2153 766
- ox 7419, Garbut, Quecnsland,

M Road, Leigh, Lonecs WNT SAR
= OI 242 16‘8;

User Groups

UAUG &n-luu Amstrad User Group]
= 01329 234291

WACCI v 01244 534942
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the internet magazine

Il

Get wired .
for Sound

Vi _'_'"Yétir complete guide to
wrock ’n’ roll on the Net -

}M|ss it and your ears will
never forgive you

Behind the scenes
at Hackers, the nev

nternet movie, an




David Crookes thumbs the pages of another fanzine and

thumbs his nose at its prose, presentation and
and purpose, and advises on clip art.

The fanzine Another World (*the ultimate disczine far
serious users’) has closed its doors because,
according fo its editor, Richard Avery, it took too
much of his time
and not many
people bought it
anyway.

We never
actually saw a
copy but, by
all accounts, it
was good,
which makes it
all the worse
that sales were low. However, Richard reassures us
that ha hasn't left the CPC scene and will continue to
write PD programs.

Richard Avery. 35 Marlborough View, Cave, Fambarough,
Hants GUL4 SYA.

Derek Payne of CPC Mania fame has asked us to
gwe his ‘zine a plug. It costs £1.50.

Derek Payne CPC Mania, 83 Wolverhampton Road,
Codsall, Welverhampton WV 1PL

REVIEW

Eliminator

Price: 50p

EDITOR: J R Naylor

ADDRESS: 14 Station Road, Riccall,
York, Morth Yorks Y04 6QJ

i Am ither “It'ij"fd

AW, now gone

to ancther place. Sadly.

How can you efiminate a fanzme reviewer in fewer
than 20 seconds? Without using forceful means?

® ‘You publish a fanzine with only ten, single-sided
pages and fill them with nothing but rubbish.

® Yfou proudly clasm that your fanzine is “better than
the rest® and justify this by saying it i5 brilliant
because “our graphic capabilities are good” (which
means they use some pretty pictures which should
make the mag worth, ooh, hundreds of pounds). Not
only this but you emphasise the fact that you have
lots of fonts and reckon that this statement means
the fanzine is 5o priceless that it should appear on
the Antiques Roadshow in a few years fime.

® You include & cheat page and decide not to prant

e

any cheats. And,
get this: the
reason why this
page is, wedl,
emply inour review
copy (we've been
assured there
will be cheats in the reader copies) is
that the Efiminator crew think AA wil
nick them. Right. To make a good
impression on 2 reviewer, you don't
insinuate he's a thief, do you?
If Eliminator were anything but a
fanzine, it would be a seif-destructing

haif a minute and that definitely doesn't mean that
the mag is dynamite.

So you turn the page 1o take a gander at the
contents and what do you find? An mpressive kst of
articles and a promise of

bomb. A bomb with a time limit of around

A rough
guide
fo pictures

Some fanzines decide to have wall to wall text
as opposed to brightening things up with a few
pictures. However, if you do want drawings
then this is where clip art is an absolute god
and the reason why some fanzine editors
worship this sort of pics.

The balance between clip art and text has
to be struck to avoid an excess of one thing
«over another. Like a lot of other "zines,
Eliminator, (reviewed on this page) has too
much clip art and this has an undesirable
effect because it smacks of laziness. Anybody
«can produce a fanzine like the one below left in
under an hour and people begrudge paying for

something like that.
But how do you go about
making your own clip art?
t's easy. All you need Is a
good art package and a copy of
Powerpage. Draw your image in
MODE 2 using your art package and,
once you're happy with the result, save
it as a screen file. Load this screen into
Powerpage and, using SHIFT and COPY, draw
a box around the area of the screen you want
to be clip art. Don't press SHIFT and COPY
twice, though, as this will permanently keep
the box on screen. .
Once you have a box around the image,

you need to call up the Block menu and
choose the clip art option. The program asks
you for the name of your clip art and then
saves it as a CUT file.

Hey presto! A piece of clip art ready to use.

“ultimate pleasure.” Well each
to their own, | suppose.
Aryway, to the reviews. ..
There are three
scintillatingly, superlatve
pieces of opinion on Titus The
Fox, Street Gang Soccer and
Cavemania. All the reviews are

Eliminater makes claims...

.Eumruﬁ'run Frnznel
R YOUR
RAD

CcPC

W e

«-proves to be a
‘cheatscape’, and
doesn't deliver.

Eliminator closed and
subsaguently re-opened (makes
yiou wonder why they did the
latter, thoughl. That's i, I'm
afraid, besides a competifion, 2
survey and something about
starting @ letters page (which
will end up full of complaints,
I'm sure].

And despite the lavish
claims of a goodooking 'zine,
the editor has onky produced an
average offering. Lots of fonts
are used but unfortunately this
just creates a scrappy effect.

The size of the text is far
too big and this forces the
amount of words to a page to

BETTER THAN
THE BRESTY

shaort and tell you hardly anything pleasurable or
worth reading.

Then you turn to the only other page of any real
note, the news section, This st tells you why

zoom dawn rapidly, decreasing
the walue for maney. Still, if you're virtuafly blind, at
least you'll be able o read it.

The clip art is of a very good quality, though.
Shame it's used only to waste space.

On the other hand, the 'zme’s blank sides come
in dead handy for scribbling notes on, but, save your
50p and go halves on a lottery ticket because then
at least you've got a chance of gaining a fittie
“ultimate pleasure.”

Content: 10%
Appearance: 45%

Overall: 35%
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(10 BASIC TUTORIAL

Are ‘files’ a) something you
send prisoners in a cake?
Or, b) a method of storing
information? Angela Cook
and Rob Buckley answer in
a multiple choice format.

There are three types of files on the CPC:

& programs written in BASIC or Machine Code,
which are normally called by using the
RUNFILENAME® command;

@ binary data, which is just a long list of datz in byte
format. This is normally used to save: (1] the
Guatemzlan spotted iree frog, or (2) graphics and
game inormation. An example of this is how to load
and save 2 screen. To save a full screen out type:

SAVETILENAME" b &CO00, &3FFF.
To call it back on screen,
LOADFILEMAME® B &C000

@ anothzr method of storing data = in a more
ordered and readable form than a straight block of
data, and that is what thiz article concentrates on.
Over the past few months you have been usi
1 Oxyspot cream. Or; i
2 strings and variables, and seeing how these might
be used in a database, word processor and e
adventure garne. However, once the con r s
switched off you have lost all the informan
Thankfully, the CPC being as fantast f
Eives you a saving ability. Try typing this — though be

Nine reasons NOT
to be'a programmer

lly bound to wear a

v your hair really long (What's
t? ~ Simon].
ans develop holes within days of you

mmers must blush when the
sex are mentioned.

When you go to par rerybody avoids

0 sit in the kitchen telling
about your latest

April 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION

sure to have a disc or tape to hand (with both the
Record and Play buttons pressed downl.

1P INPUT"Hhat is your wame®;Nanef
28 OPEROUT"Rame, INF® :PRINT®S, Nane$ :CLOSEQUT

Run this, and when the rezdy prompt appears, reset
the machine tfor 2 'soft reset’ hold down CONTROL
and SHIFT, press ESCAPE), rewind the tape and type:

16 OFENIN*Nane.INF*:inputdd,Hame# :CLOSEIN
20 PRINTES, Nane§

All you have done here, is to save a piece of
information. However, you can store whole lsts of
information all in one file, and then call thern back
when needed, though you need to call them back m
the correct order. For example:

18 OPENOUT

"DATA" :PRINTHS, NANES, ADDRESSS, FOSTCODES , RECORD:
CLOSEOUT

28 OPENIN

“DATA" :PRINT#D, POSTCODES, RECORD, NAMES , ADDRESSS :
CLOSEIN

When yoi . this program causes an error, since
you have tried to:
1 bounce on the keyboard. Or;
2 read back the data in line 20 in the wrong order.
In other words, the INPUTES in line 20 should be
followed by the same data format: string, string,
string and number.

The correct line is:

20 OPERIN"DATA" : INPUTHS,NAMES , ABDRESSS .
POSTCODES, RECORD

*You may notice that if you enter a line which has
used a comma, () whate me after it has been
lost. This is due to the way that BASIC handles
miputs, and to get around this, you have to replace
both PRINT#S and INPUT with new commands.

Firstly, replace all PRINTSS with WRITE#Q,
INPUT#S and INPUT with LINE INPUT#4 and LINE
INPUT respectively. This is demanstrated in the
short listing below.

18 OFENOUT"Deno®
20 WRITERS,™

(This is 2 simple line, with a comma in it")

30 CLOSEOUT

40 OPERIN®Demo®

50 INPUTHS, AS:FRINT &$

b0 CLOSEIN

0 OPEHIN "Deno®

B0 LINE INFUTHS,A%:FRINT A%
50 CLOSEIN

Here's & small program that lets you
enter a name 2nd telephone number,
and continues until you tell it to:

1 stop. Or:
2 do the hoowering.

18 CPEROUT*Tele®

20 LINE INFUT"Rame® ;Mame§:LINE IMPUT"Telephane
HNunber" ; Tele§

30 WRITEHS Hames,Telef

40 INPUT*Enter amother (¥/H)*iqbiif of="y" or
4§="Y" then 20 58 CLOSEONT

Once you have entered all your names, you can
use this little program to search through and
pick the right number, by entermg the name
required.

16 CPEHIN"Tele®

20 LINE INFUT"Please enter
nane" ;N8 :MEUPFERE(NE)

30 IF EQF THEW PRINT"Name & Hunber
ne found" ;CLOSEIN:ERD

40 LINE INFUTHY,NAMES, TELES

50 IF  K§=UFPER$ (Nane§)THEN
FRINI®The  number  required
is ";Tele$:CLOSEIH!END
B0 G070 30

In line 30 you use 3 functics
called EOF, which is short
for End Of File.

When this becomes
true it means you have
read the last piece of
information in the file
and you close the
opened file and
end the rauting.

Mete that
trying to read
past the end
of a file '
results in
an error.

< : -
Type righting

Check the program is correct using

TypeChecker. See A4113, page 17.

How to write your own ecologically-incon
game... How about ‘International Seal

or ‘Super Badger Baiting? Now that's

£3 of anybody’s money. All that's left to say.
is that the first person to send in the correct
answers to the above gquestiol

1 an all-expenses paid trip to the Caribbean.
Or;

2 nothing.



Amstrad Games Cartridges for the 6128+/464+/GX4000
* No Exit * Operation Thunderbolt
* Navy Seals = Switch Blade
* Pro Tennis Tour
* Barbarian IT
* Batman The Movie

All Ten (.‘.ames At A Special Offer Price of £74.59
d 6128+/464+/G
Enforcer n"au'ldge for the Trojan Phazer Gun .
Amstrad Burni
Amstrad ol"ﬁ‘dw4 Instruction Man
Amstrad 464+ Computer with Stereo Mono Monitor
Amstrad 6128+/464+ kevboard membrane .
61 644G X

8+ Computer & Mono Stereo Monitor

4 Colour Stereo Monitor

Amsirad 464+ Computer Console
Amstrad 464 and 6128 General

Amstrad LP1 Light Pen and software for the 464 .
Amstrad 464 Light Gun and games cassette (3 Games
Amstrad 6128 Light Gun and games di
Amstrad GT65 Green Screen Monitor .
-!mstrad 464 Cassette Tape Head Alignment

1Le H ad Tape Head Dcmagnﬂiur

Amsirad Action Cheat Mode Bool
ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTRGE FA(i\lNG AND VAT.
ALL ORDERS BY RETURN..CHEQUES/VISA/ACCESS/PO'S.

TRADING POST =

VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TF11 SAF
TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135

CASSETTES
UR CHOICE
MIXED TITLES

10 FOR £5.00

 DISK DRIVE AND
ROMDOSXLIN
ROM BOX ONLY
L 239 99




(@ worp ProCESSING

Professional juggler of paragraphs and
whizz with words Angela Cook checked the
performance of three CPC WP packages.

he cha was to find a decent word prox E
15e for the whole Family, which had good production

checker, because | can’t spell (I resisted the u

that sentence on purpose), and which was also val
a battle of the sexes, but a battle of the word pr

Meet the contestants
The 2 main contes 5
r iewed in AAL1

In most people's views, Tasword has been one of the
lesser word processors, beng shadowed by giants
such as Profext and BrunWord (remember to fum to
page 20 for your chance to win a copy of the
BrunWord Mark Il ROM Module — Ed).

ded from a friend)

-«-it is not a battle of the
sexes, but a battle of the
word processors

A while back, when Tim Morris was Acting Editor,
Simon Forrester was stll Staff Writer, AA had more
pages, MIC Supplies was still around, and there was a
chance of Street Fighter Il being refeased on the CPC
(AAS1), Tasword 464 was plonked on to the Amslrad
Action covertape.

Tas-it approval

Very nice of Tasman

tware that was, it gave an

AP AMSTRAD ACTION

Tasword, was what a delicious screen it had. it was
orderly, not confused, and the overall design appealed
o me. You can choose your own colours for 3 start.
Also, there is a window (an area of text) at the top of
the screen, which gives you some of the explanations
of keypresses available. You can scroll through this,
or opt to see the whole ot in one go. You can also
turn it off, to make room for more text on screen

Tasword also has a handy fittle system, whereby,
if you have caps lock on, the status bar at the bottom
of the screen is also in upper-case, and 50 on.

Tasword is extremely easy to use and, kke both
BrunWord and Frotext, comes with a tutor file to teach
you the controls and also how to use the package
quickly and easily.

One thing | never reabised until recently is that
Tasword puts a hard return at the end of each ling.

Amutrad CIC 464, 554 B 6128

as Stop Press, Micro Design or Richard

Fairhurst’s PowerPage 128,

Anather thing which pleased me on
Tasword, s the menu option for loading,
saving and other things. This is extremely well
executed, and simple: one of the many good
points of the program. However, you can't fit
all that much i memory, 50 your documents
are Bmited to how much is left in RAM after
Tasword has taken its cut. Protext on disc also
suffers, but the ROM version doesn’t, oor does

1 am definitely of the
view that Tasword is a
giant affer all

This makes it difficult to transfer to other word
rocessors (not that you would want to
Soi ) or DTP packages fdesk top publ




Where to go.

Arnor Ltd (Protext, £29.38, disc only,] Lincoln
Road, Peterborough PE1 3HA

= 01733 68909, fax 01733 67299
INTERESTING FACT: Arnor produced the
AMSTRAD NC-100 and NC-200 software
[except the spreadsheet and game).
Brunning Software: [ErunWord ROM Mark il
Module, £63) 138 The Street, Little Clacton,
Clacton-on-sea, Essex CO16 91L&

w 01255 862308, Sam-5pm

INTERESTING FACT: a PCW version of
BrunWord was begun, but never finished.

g CampurScoft: ProPrint (Protext enhancer],
£14.53 disc ROM £24.99) 10 Meintosh Court,
Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW
= 0141 554 4735,Tax 0141 227 4486
INTERESTING FACT: there are a things afoot...
Tasman Software: (Tasword 6128, £29.95,
Tas-spell, £24.95, both disc only), Springfield
House, Hyde Terrace, Leeds LS2 SLN
= 0113 2438301
INTERESTING FACT: AMSTRAD approached
Tasman to produce Amsword even before the
464 was released.

NewStar Software Ltd (NewWord, £49.95 excl
VAT) Kenwood House, Waltham Road,
Borehamn, Essex CM3 3AX

% = 01245 465505 fax 01245 465515

TASWORD
6128

e ——

A
TASMan Software Program
for the
AMstrad €pg 6125

Brunlord because it's also cnly available in ROM.

| always had the impression that Tasword was &
cheap piece of software that didn't really pstify its
existence. Now | am definitely of the wew that Tasword
is @ giant after all, and that it is comparable ta both
Protext and BrunWord, with almost as many good
qualify features, The only thing which lets it down, is
Tas-spef. | mentioned this to Robin Thomson, Director
of Tasman Software, and even he groaned: *Ohhh yes.”

A bit of a bad spell
This speli checker sucks. |t recognises a misspelt word,
Twt won't suggest an altemative. Iif you CHANGE your
word, you then have to go back into the speller to carry
on, a5 you do in BrunWorg. The 'dictionary’ comes on a
disc, 464 one side, 6128 the other. Get the wrong side
in. and you've had it, you just can't get back to your
waork: you have to re-do the lot.

By all means invest in Tasword, but forget about
Tas-spell, | feel sure you could get a PD equivalent which
suggests words for you.

Word associations

Okay, so obviously Tasword, Protext and
BrunWord are not the only word processors
available for the CPC. Look out, also, for...

Mini Office Il

Mini Office is, technically speaking, an integrated
package, and among other things contains a word
processor. If's not all bad.

Mini Office Il is quite a good all-round package,

should you see it second-hand [check out the AR
classifieds section on page 15), then it might be
worth grabbing it.

MicroScript

MicroScript isn't worth the space it occupies. It's
only worth is the rush you get when you pull the
plug out. None of the keypresses have anything to
do with their function. Perhaps | am being a bit
tough on it (it is ten years old after all], but | don't
think so. WordStar was running on the 64K Cortex

BrunWord

Since | wrote about the BrunWard Elite ROM Mark
il {AA1 14, page 18), it has been updated. For the

full Jowdown read that review but here is an update

on the new features.

BrmWord is extremely fast and efficient. The
selicontained ROM modules are even better
because of the extra resident memary, whech is.
equal to having a sscon disc hitched on the back
of your keyboard. Obvicusly BrunWord offers ali
the normal controls you would expect from a good
word processor, for example:

@ justify;

@ columns;

& marking text;

® cut and paste;

@ delete word or sentence;

® embedded control codes;

and the list goes on..,

Spell check it out

The spell checker is an essential part of any word
processor: what is the point of having one i it
can't spell, or can't at least tell vou when your
spelling is wrang?

BrunSpel, the BrunWord spell checker is
extremely fast (unfike Profext’s Prospell - see
overleal). BrunSpell has over 33,000 words in
memory, and the option to make up a custom
dictionary, m which you might save your
name and address, or any words
whidlywuse,andammlmm

sihicovolcanocomiosts”, which is
the longest word m the Oxford
English Dictionary.

Soif you are using those
types of words, you want to be
able to save then wiech
you can do mn all dichonanes

WORD PROCESSING @

machine a few years before, and Amsword was
arpund at the same time!

Microword

Microword is a program that acts a bit like
WordStar, under CP/M V3.0, It uses some of the
WordStar commands. In fact, | have found that
most word processors are based on WordStar
{Perhaps this is because WordStar was one of the
first word processors, and was pretty darned good
in them days too).

Microword also has a rather crude database,
bt it shows that somebody did give some thought
to its design.

NewWord 2

NewWord 2 is a PCW-based program which is
similar to WordStar (perhaps not surprisingly, as it
was programmed by the same people]. NewWard
is a more polished version though, and has
overcome some of the difficulties found on
WordStar. It is a pretty powerful program, and
relatively easy to get used to.

One of the thngs that
BrunSpefl has over Prospell is that you can
choose to TRANSFER the correct word, so ym

don't have fo type it yourself,

Info-Script
This is the BrunSpell database. Here you can
redefine your records to how you want them, for
example to include a5 many fields as you see
necessary, and you can also display all of the
records at one tme, i you want to.

You can also zap your recards ito the
BrunWokd word processor for your letter o
whalever it is you are writing. The good thing
ahout Info-Script, 15 that you don't have to leave
the program to do it, so there's no hassle with
hawing to save everything, and 5o on.

About the size of it

B’rmhbrd has lots of fonts of all different

- sizes and shapes. An 8 Bit Printer Status

' Port comes with the package. You plug
this and then the printer cabie into your
printer port hole: This acts as a
commimicating device for your printer.
One of the best features is the Seript
font, which links characters fike ‘0" and
3 'c’ as you would do in normal
handwriting. This gives a unigue and

excelient effect, and one which adds

f/ prestige to your work.
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() worD PROCESSING

-
What is a
7 7 word
| have been using Frotext for 2 number of 1 ey T * 2
years, solam reasonahly accustomed to. (S e - H TS Q Pro‘essor -

it, but stll have never read the manual. It

it the bottom of my dra Simply put: @ word processor

is a glorified typewriter.
With a typewriter, the
symbal on the key you press
learn from manuals, i, a7 2 i Lo i= what comes out on paper.
and she's ri nials tten i il g, 7 77 F
and she's right. _ g I ; You have to get everything right, or

the expectation that you have a degree in ] you go through reams of paper. Don’t
scientific notation, while others are so 7 T ; believe what the adverts tell you either,
ambiguous that you want to forget about the AL s 4 a typed job application with correction
FIE 2 fluid all over it will not get you the job. A
word processor, basically, allows you to edit

(ehange or correct) any part of the text you
want, to store and save your files and retrieve
them again,

With a decent word
processor you can add
fonts (different styles of

writing), add

itin B/ enhancements such as
As with all word bold, italic and underline
processors, itis 3 aﬂ@ ch:fng:‘tlhe
from one end o size of writing
i R * and 5o on.
5o, geta

word processor
and throw away

the typewritar.

e " ion 4 In the
\hether you want continuous printing, H
Mear Letter Page numbers, beg““'i“gm
1 use Protext. To write my articles for A4 | start by
bashing out a rough article on the CPC, then use
2inl (£19.99 from CampurSoft] to transfer it to
Protext on my PC. | then edit it for a few more
days, spell check it several thousand times then
ASCN save [American Standard Cede for
Information Interchange) it to disc, and hurtle it in
3 the general direction of AA Towers. (Why don't

T aWardwinning you do the whale thing on the CPC? - AA readers)
it letter or wh : - Because last time | did that it crashed all the
: computers at Future Publishing! Happy? (Deathly
silence from the AA readers.]

Pro-active
FProtext A PCW User's Guide, £14.95, excl
pEp, by Protext expert Rob Alnsley fwho once
edited, and stifl contributes to Ad's sister mag,
PCW Plus). ISBN 0-632-02564-6. This book is.
good for the CPC, too. Computer Bookshop
Ltd, 50 James Road, Tyseley, Birmingham
B11 2BA = 0121 706 6000.

at the
g for you to
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Reader ads

Many Amstrad tape games for sale. Old
classics. SAE to David Barnsby, 10 Churchill
Road, Earls Barton, Northants, NNE OPQ.

CPC 464 colour monitor, 34nch disc drive. 64K
RAM pack. DMP2000 printer. All manuals,
jaystick, blank tapes, discs, Protext discs, spare
ribbon, £200 ono.

= (1435 864515 (eves).

Box of 40, CPC 3Hnch discs, all with games on
them £6C. = 01708 896821 [eves).

Amstrad colour CPCE128 and loads of disc
and tape software, ROMs, books and hardware.
SAE for list. Joha HcNaIIy. 15 Sebwyn Drive,
Hatfield, Harts AL10 91

more. Kevin Heywood 18 Sinclair Ave, Banbury
Oxon OX16 7DW.

Amstrad colour CPC128, loads of disc/tape
soft/hardware, ROMs, books. SAE: John McNally,
15 Selwyn Drive, Hatfisld, Herts AL10 9NH.

| need a ROM Board with Protext and ProSpell.
= 1288 321348 Paul |after Spm).

CPC 464 colour, 6128 chip, DD1 drive,
multiface 2, DKTronics add-on memory, manuals,
games. £100. Buyer collects or pays postage.
Fhil Andrews, Steppes Cottage, Kimbotton,
Hereford HRE OHD.

CPC 464 colour multiface Il, joysticks, Lightpen,
AA covertapes, 43 games, Mini Office 2,
Assembler, Vientext, Amsoft Software, & years’
worth of AA/ACU magazines, blank tapes,
computer desk, original

packaging doc on. £150.

CPCA64 keyboard, I.SCI Memur}
£20. GAC. £10. Cassette games from £2. 464
manual £10. Interested? 31 Orie! House,
Blackcat Close, Chelmsley Wood,

Birminghem B37 50G.

CPC EMU runs Amsirad software on an IBM-PC.
Requires 386533, VGA, HDD. David Cantrell

= (01424 221015 (edes, Mon-Thurs).
Magazines: AA (56), ACU (20), CWTA (8],
binders. Software: MicroScript, MasterCalc,
MicroPen, DEVPAC, Screen Designer. All with
manuals. Books: Amstrad Omnibus, disc system,
databases. = 01942 211053,

Games galore, far too many to mention.
Loads of special offers. SAE to Alasdair
Stewart, Appin Cottage, Ardler by Blairgowrie,
Perthshire PH12 8SY.

Amstrad CPC/6128 2nd colour monitor with
dot matrix printer. Includes Mini Office Il on dsic,
Games include Lemmings, Myth, Rodland, Dizzy
and more. Also blank discs. Everything £100.

= 0191 3722557,

Amstrad 464 Flus and colour monitor, more
than 50 games. Excellent condition. Only £100.
= (01580 7151186,

6128 Plus, 464 CPC Plus, CTM 644 colour
monitor. Joysticks, games, £120. No offers. HB
Jenkins, 5% Hermitage Road, Dartmouth, Deven
TQE 8TD = 01803 835403

Spectrum games for sale. For list write to c/o
94 Langford Road, Mansfield, Notts NG19 6QF
CPCB128 colour, second drive, modulator,
RS232 and control interfaces, mouse, Multiface,

= 0142 477560 (Hants).

CPC 6128 colour monitor, TV tuner, joystick,
£150 also serious software books and games eg
Masterfile, Tasword, Utopia etc. £7 each,

= 01621 782147 anytime.

Games all boxed originalz. Approx 50 on tape
and on disc. £35 together. Also available
separately. Peter = 0161 485 1854.

43 Amstrad Actions, 23 cover tapes, 29 ACU's
and 13 WACCL's. £50 the lot, or make an offer.
Gary = 0181 806 8234

Disc and cassette compilations/single gamas
for CPC464, 80 games. £35 incl p&p. C Rees,
66 Miskin Road, Mid Glamorgan, CF40 2QW.
CPC6128 mono, comprehensive outfit, 3.54nch
drive, FD1, ROMbox, ROMs, 256K Rampack,
Multiface, modulator, mouse, RS232 interface,
professional software, manuals, extras £120 or
separate. Brewer = 01344 4879489

cuassipiios (B

‘Bazaar’ but true - if you want it,
come and get it! The AA bargain
basement is open for business.

Crusade] or buy. Lee Cleary, 20 Acacia Avenue,
Maltby Nr Rotherham, S Yorks 866 8DS,

For music machine, software only wamed for
Amstrad 6128. On disc, Please help, Chris
Bollas. PO Box 1C010 Athens Greece,

EPYX SuperCycle, on Amstrad CPC 6128 disc.
Will pay cash or swap for one of hundreds of
Eames (carts/discs/tapes/spectrum),

James = 01256 880557 (after 4pm).

Sim City for 6128+,

Patrick = 65562, (Northern lreland.)

The Program patients for Amstrad 6128,
Mr/Mrs Butler = 01334 478817,

Amstrad manual for DMP 3250 printer,

HJ Smith, 8 Elgin Road, Southampton, Hants
8015 1JP = 01703 639918,

Established user group. Mon-profit making,
Superb range of services. PD, discounts, advice,
contacts, second-nand hard/software. SAE to
CCCIAA), Box 121, Gerrards Cross, Buchs SL9
9JP = 01753 884473,

Free PD! Send disc/tape PD (not from A4
covertape) for free PD, Eagle PD, 21 Dare Bank
Aue, Crawe, Cheshire CW2 84E. Original
software preferred. Prompt returns.

Free software! 26p stamp and disc/tape to
Maybrook Software, 95 Humberstane Road,
Luton LU4 9SR for free covertape, log and
program fist.

Any PD software (disc-only) for PD library. Wil
return 1/4 of all contributions. Alex, 30 Gritstone
Road, Matlock, Derbys DE4 3ED.

Elite for Amstrad CPC 464 cassette only. Will
give you either lkari
Warrior or Batman.
Ben = 01488 682354
(5pm-Spm].

Games on discs. Also

FAMSTRAD ACTION

Urgent! Penpals wanted. Aged 16 and over.
M/F. Any computer type, Swap games or chat.
Barbara, 5 Cloughview Doagh Road, Ballyclare,
Co. Antrim, N lreland BT39 9EP.

FREE READER AD FORM

Want seme software? Want to get rid of something? You're
in the right place. Fill in the detalls in the box below - one
word to one box - and send it to: Reader Ads, Amstrad
Action, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath Avon BAT ZBW.

tape to disc copiers

and adventure games. I
Will buy or swap. | have

Iots of games on disc and
tape. Bill Buchanan, 65
Carr Barn Brow, Clayton
Brook, Praston

2 joysticks, 50+ games, tapeplayer, DRGraph,
DRDraw, DRCBasic, DRPascal, Supercalc2,
AAZ0-99, manuals, books, £175. Bayliss

= (01734 782642,

Blank 3-inch discs. 30 for £15. Also Multiface |
£15 Jonathan = 01502 518773 (after 3.20pm).
CPCA64 with green screen, monitor, manual,

joystick, 20 copies of AA with covertapes. £80 PRS 8LD = 620381. Y

O.M.0. = 0181 845 2037. $im City, Super Lol D

CPC 464, calour monitor and keyboard. 80 plus  Cauldron, Double Dragon I

games, 2 joysticks, 18 plus copies of AA. Desk 1. Mlso selling some Your address sh i)

games. Help for
Prehistoric 2 would be
appreciated. Meirion I

optional. Valued at £350 but will sell for £250.
Bargzin! Edward Gibbs, Fair acres, Goudhurst
Road, Marden, Tonbridge, Kent TN12 SJY.

= 01622 532115,

Games for sale. All on one tape. All less than
£1 each. SAE for further details to Dan Brook, 8
Baguley Drive, Unsworth, Bury B19 8HS.
Games and PD on tapes for CPC464. SAE for
list to Gart Smathers, 13 Meadow Close,
Canonley, W Yorks BD20 8LZ.

CPCE128 with colour monitor, 3.54nch drive,
CMP 2000 printer, cassette player, software
(Protext, MasterCale elc), adventure games,
lemmings, Hera Quest ad more. Magazines (A4
and covertapes, manuals and books. £250

= 01925 762139,

Soft 968 £22, Laser basic tape) £12, Laser
compde (discl, £9, Elite Gold (tape) £9, and

= 01222 709289,

Manual for Amstrad

printer DMP 2000. F Paul,
156 Murrayborn Grove,
Edinburgh EH14 2PG

= (0131 538 3966 I
Tapes only for 464. Any
quantity but must be I
rezsonably priced, S

Post code

T For sale ] Wanted T User groups — Services || Other

Codlinson, 60 North l
Parade, Sleaford, Lincs.

Eite for CPC464, GAC | |
manual. Swap i

Wanted on cassette
(Heroguest, Space I RS S, S -k 3 A
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MACHINE CODE

Richard Fairhurst is going
round and round in loops
this month - professional
loops, you understand.

| always hated physics 2t school - particularly those
lessons where the teacher just waffled on about
theory non-stop for 40 minutes. Anyone who made it
threugh these without dying of boredom would leave
the classroom with 2 burning conviction that
Leszons Should Be More Fun.

Let them suffer!

When | left school, and 2 this ceased tobe a
problem, such ideafism changed into: No!
Let "em suffer Eke | had to! So you won't
be surprised, after this rather
roundabout explanation, to learn that
this month's esembly Fne' is

[almost) all theory.

Last time, you saw how simple it
was to get the firmware to CALL a
reutine every 50th of a second. This,
in faet, is a crucial principle for anyane
whe writes programs which e
rapidiy-updated screen display: ade
games, demos, and even certain ulilities.

You probably know that when you sse
ansmation on your CFC or tefevision, it's just an
illugion: a number of frames are displayed in such
quick succession that the brain sees them as
continuous movement. As with [non-American) TV
and all other displays on inexpensive computers, the
CPC displays 50 of these frames per se
makes sense, then, to achieve the smoothest and
muost consistent rate of animation, to synchronise
your program’s operation with these frames, To

generate a new picture every
50th of a second is ideal.

If you zre
maving large
sprites around
the screen,
though,
this may
be

A plug for the gap!

Richard Fairhurst is the author of
RowtePlanner, the route guide, £19.95 from

=ntinel Software, 41 Enmore Garde

April 1295 AMSTRAD ACTION

unfeasible, and a 25Hz (generates 25 pictures per
second) system is preferable - 5o you have 2 new
picture every other frame. It's important to have 2
constant rate of display, otherwise the animation
Just looks tatty.
You could
as you did last month,
have the
&

up an interrupt,
t's much simpler, though, to
f Program running on a koop which

0 times per second itself...

Moving pictures
To do this, you need to start executing each pass of
the loop when the electron beam which ‘draws’ the

point on the ecreen. Fortunately, the CPC
is capable of testmg for 1
the firmware call

n the beam is
flying back from the
bottom of the screen
[ % firished
drawing the previous
frame), ready to start
again at the top for the
next frame.

Using this method,

careful coding and use of delay
loops ensures you can predict where on the screen
the electron beam is at any point in the execution of
xr main locp. This is a Geod Thing...

Say your program is printing a sprite hatf-way
down the screen, and the electron beam is passing
this position at the time. You are then changing the
graphice on the screen at the same time that the
electron beam is trying to display them: the main
cause of flicker in arcade games. Being able to print
sprites before the electron beam has to display
them avoids such wsig! ffects.

This month’s homework
With this knowledge, your ework for this menth
is to have a go at converting last month's tmer
program to run on a 50Hz (50 times
per second) loop.

Get rid of the interrupt
code in the ‘on’ and ‘off
routi you're not
method now,
e thern with 2
loop congisting of...
.loop
call aBD19
call rout
Jr loop

This simply waits for

frame flyback (which, as you
know, only occurs once
avery S0th of a
second), calls the
timer routine, and
loops. Asitis,
this will carry on
forever, even
when the timer
has hit zero and
the border has
turned red. Try
adding some
code to stop either
when a key is
pressed, or when the
timer has reached zerg.
Most commercial garme
releases, along with 99% of demos, are coded in
this way as are those ubilites, especially, which
require 2 WIMP systemn. The main looz in
RoutePlanner™ , for examale, rens on & similar
system to ths. It calls the routne to move the
pointer according ta the user's input, and then does
anything else it needs to do at the time, such as
draw a ine on the map,

It's the custom

A demao would move the scrolling message left by
one byte, animate sprites and call the music-playing
reating in a2 leop like this, Music-playing routines are
imvariably designed to be caBed this way. Howewer,
when you reach the level of fluid animation required
in demos and arcade games, you're not going to be
using the firmware — custom
sprite routines are the arder
of the day...

Instead of using CALL
48019, game coders hit
the hardware directly to
find out when fra
is and the firmware's
interrupt, which carries out tasks
such 25 keyboard scanning and sound
Eeneration, is tumed off
write your own routines to do exactly this — never
the most enviable of tasks, especially with CPC
technical documentation so hard to come by these
days. But wait! Do we see a saviour in the guise of a
Mext Month: box approaching...?

NEXT MONTH:

Using this ‘professional’ [yes, we get the

message] frame-based principle, next month
you write & very amateurish game. \fonmlﬁaq;,
defighted to know [you will, honestly, when you
see how complicated it is) that you use the A4
keyboard routine, which you can copy out and
use in all your future endeavours.
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We want to find out exactly what you like and what you’'d like to see
in AA. Just complete and return the questionnaire. You will help
decide what goes into AA and you could win games galore, too....

hings change rapidly in
I the A4 scene and so PART 3

every now and then we
SOFTWARE

e
—

AMSTBAB

important that every
page counts. That's
why it’s vilal that you
take part in this
survey.
As if that
weren't enticement
encugh, we're
Encouraging you
even further...

need to check up on what you
want from your main source of
CPC-related information.

This is. indeed, one of those
nows, and, as it were, thens.

We need to know all about you
{okay, about your CPC habits, at

Thi
least) so that we can make sure o sy More than 1007
that AA is providing you with what replies will win
you want from a CPC magazing. their senders 10 12 Do
And, as the magazine is ot smaller games each!

than it used to be, it's even more

PART 1
WHO ARE YOU? PART 2

MACHINE SPECIFICS

5 What type of Am:

Tell us what you
want in AA.

Wales
Norih West

Morthermn In

about if!

Play your part in the AA revolution
and you could win some software, too.
Simply send your questionnaires
{or a photocopy) to:

Reader Survey April 1995,
Amsirad Action, Future Publishing,
30 Monmouth Street, Bath,

Avon BA1 2BW befora
Wednesday, 26 Aprll, 1995.
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1995 SURVEY

COMMS

19 Do you know what ‘comms’ means?

Yes/No
(I nat, or to refresh yaur memaory, see ‘Gat the
message’ A4105.)
If yes, are you interested in the Information

7

Do you own any of the following:
Yes/No
YesiNo

Modem

Comms software
Yes/No
Yes/No

Do you use it with your CPC?
Do you use a service provider?
Which?

Or do you link up through...?
Wark

College

What do you use comms for?

=
|

HARD FACTS

15 Which computer magazines do you read
ragularly?

PART 6

THE MAGAZINE

20 How interested are you in the various
sections of the mag? Please give a mark
from 0-10.

Covertape
Lettars
Directory

Public Domain

Fanzines

Techy Forum
BASIC tutorials
Machine code tutorials

Interviews with CPC personalities
(usersidevelopers)

21 What would you like to see on the

covartapes? RIE

Hardware features

Serious softy features

22 What would vou like to see features on?

Cheats and pokes

Reader ads

Competitions.

17 What other hardware do you own:

Disc drive? | Cassette deck? ||
Scannar? Muttiface?

Printer? Hard drive?

Other (please specify)

PART 7
ADVERTISING .

23 Do you ever order software/hardware
from the adverts you see in AA

24 If the answer to 23 was yes, how would
wou rate the level of service you have
received from the companies invelved?

Vary gocd L}
Good [
Okay

Poor

Wery poor

25 And finally, your name and address (so
we can send you a prize if you winl)

18 How much maney do think you will spend
on your CPC {hardware and software) in the
next six months (estimated to the nearest

£10)7

18 Are you planning to buy any of the above
in the near future? If yes, please specify. .




From the main menu you can alier settings.

Adigitiser is a piece of hardware that allows you
to grab images from the television and display
them on your computer screen. The anly
avalable piece of equipment on the CPC that lets
you to do this is the Rombo Vidi Digitiser.

Pass the source
Origmally released in 1986 by Rombo at a cost
£69.95 the Vidi was an
instant crowd puller at
computer shows,
Unfortunately Rombo no
langer make the digitiser
after selling the design to
Avatar. Avatar has since
gone out of business
leaving a source for such
equipment dry. So, if you
are after a digitiser
check the classifieds
sections of Ad or
fanzines such as WACCI
The Vidi comes with
software to complement
the hardware which

Without going into too much detal, the
Vidi works by decoding the signal from
any composite video output into binary
and then collating this in its awn
internal 16K RAM. From here the Vidi
sends this data into memory location
&4000 of your CPC and then displays
it on the screen. While the screen is
displayed the process is repeated.

Anything you wani
The Vidi can digitise anything that
Eves a composite video outpat. So you
can hook up a video camera, VCR or
another computer.

Connecting a computer via a video
can lead to interference. For the best results
connect a Genlock to give the correct form of
output, thus gving you an image of what would
appear on the Amiga on the CPC screen,
obwviously in Amstrad resolution and colours.

The Vidi software comes in two forms:

@ the principle one is a menu driven system that
allows you to grab
full screen images;
® the second is a
senes of RSX

Choose the Vidi
program or the RSX's.

VIDI Bigitiser Software. Versim - 2.82
The following RSKs are now available:

UBANI UBORDER = UBRI UCLEAR
(] UCONUERT UCOPY UDUMP
UCET ULRAR UIEH VINE
UMODE UPOCE UPAFER YREAD
UHESET USCAN WSET

USEE
USHALL USFRITE  UNIRDGH
PoS

Readw

ds that are

usable from BASIC
n conjunction with
YOUT GWI Drograms.

Many example
PrOErams are
supphed with the
Vidi Digitiser
together with help
on the RSX's, to give
you a fair idea of
how to maximise the
potential of this

comes packed neatly
inside a black box that
plugs into the expansion
port. & phono lead then goes from the Vidi's
video m socket to the video out connection in the
video or camcorder. A phono lead is supphed but
it it's missing, because you bought the hardware
secondhand, for example, try electrical or video
shops for replacements.

On a screen near you
Once connected, the software beams images
into your CPC at a top speed of s frames/sec.

A hunting ye
will go

*See Amscene Directory on page 7 and ‘It's a
snip’ on page 23 for contact details and further
ideas for tracking down CPC-related hard- and
software which isn't readily available.

Use the Vidi to grab screens from the TV.

innovative and also
funtouse software.
New resolutions

Grabbed Images are in all the CPC's resolutions.
To obtain the best picture use the four colour
MODE 1 or monachrome MODE 2. Grabbing an
images in MODE 0 requires a shll picture, so
unless you have a camcorder and tnpod you
need to grab the test card. A video on ‘pause’,
unfortunately, won't do.

AMODE O screen with 16 colours, alas,
doesn't look much ke the onginal image as the
colours are not correct. Attempted is a prey
scale, but with the CPC's palette it just doesn't
work unless you have a green screen monitor
where you effectvely have 27 shades of preen.

What you need is a larger palette. Owners of
the CPC Pluses can now take the time fo feel
smug as the range of colours gives you 16
intensities of each avadable colour.

This means you can use excellent shading
effects to give you some of the best CPC art

Add the Vidi to your programs with RSX's.

ever. The design of the supplied Vidi software is
for the standard CPC palette so you need o
convert the colours manually.

Use the facilities

lo use the Plus's extra facilities you must access
the extra features as explained in 'Getting the
most out of your Plus', A4112, page 20, or use
the terrific, PD, B-ASIC. If you prefer to stay away
from the programming side the art package
Smart Plus allows you to use the

exlra colours with ease.

Go and get i

Smart Plus, £13 95 from Radical Software,
Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road, Worthing,

West Sussex BN11 3NR = 01903 206739.
B-ASIC, PD, from zll good PD libraries.

Check out the Amscene Directory on page 7 to
find relevant addresses.

Next month:

See how they run... Why do you need a
mouse? Richard Wildey squeaks up,

Apnl 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION



La Angela
N‘“ﬂ.“lll nWord ordp

‘Excellent, not o A5

also in an lhdnbm §
e s
The BrunWord Elits
| [without ROMDOS] reta

for £63.
The BrunWord Elite Mank 1L ROM Mpi
it

15 all here and It
could be all yours, ses
the ‘How to win’ box.

extras that up the cost.
You can:

How fo win

the BrunWord
Elite Mark Ii
ROM Module

answer on 2 postcard or back-of-an- emu-lnp.:
and send it to: Wordy-wise, Amstrad Actiol
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BAL 2BW or
uturenet.co.uk (putting ‘April
compa’ in the subject line). Your entry must
reach us before Wednesday, 26 April 1995,
And the guestion is.

Mark [ ROM Modufe and any o
BrunWord, see AALL4, The
Brunning Saftw,

BrunWord ROM Modules

Immediate despatch on receipt of cheque.

Elite ROM Mk 3 £79

The BrunWord Elite Mark 2 ROM module
Is identical in sppearance o the Mark 2
but middan within is 8 huge chip with
E12K of memory. It is aquivalont to
having 32 individual ROMs. The Mark 3
ROM has all the features of the Mark 2
and a number of excit itions.

A soript font gives the appearance
of neat handwriting, but some characters
such as o o 4 g G require different nking
depording on their pestian, We have
designed a sorios of fonts that are
mwddied as nocessary 1o achiove & really
gond flow ta the lines of text.

The Mark 3 ROM contains 23 fants,
including four ntelligent script fonts, a
rowe sasies of modern over square fonts,
smallar  wargione ol CHELMER a
CLACTON, and large fents for posters.
Add a rumber of other improvements,
and the Mark 3 ROM is fantastic value

for money.
Quotes

s fotally beilliant...

BrunWord

Angela Cook - AA March 1935,

Postage:- UK add £3, Eurcpe add £5, Rest add £7.
£90, ROMDCS (stace If required fres.
R .

D128 Plan w1 €16, 484 0

- camies on the extreme user frigndingss of
Bremnning Products to a vary high standand.
Chis Knight (ACU Editor) - ACU Aug 1991
.quite uncompiicated and easy to use..
nms: efficient  spell  checker anywhere.
ROM iz a tuly excellent wown
Red Lawton (AA Editor) - AA Scpt 1992
“BrunWord is excellent, not only as 3 home package,
but also In an allround business package capacity. ”

Elite ROM Mk 2 £63

Word  precessar,  spelling  checkar,
33000 ward dictionary,  relational
databass, 9 pin prink enhancer, 34 pin
‘type setting' roulines, 10 superd fonts
and high speed scresn dump and box
drawing routines for 9 snd 24 pin
printers. all progr into a Z56K
ROM, The ROM is so fast that it checks
the spailing while you are trmng and the
price includes cur 8 bit printer status
port. Supplied 03 & plug on moduls, no
ROM box is naedad.

BrunWord PC

Powertul and 30 very fi Has most of
the Teatures of the Elits FOM madule and
many naw festures, With YDISC (£10
extral it can directly read 3.5

inch CPC discs with data,

system, 01 or D2 format,

Asgk for fres booklet. 1

the fastest
The

Brunning Software

138 The Street, Little Clacton,

Clacton-on-sea, Essex, CO16 9LS.

=

Telephone 01255 862308
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SD MICROSYSTEMS

(DEPT A), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH
NORFOLK NR17 1HL. (01953) 483750.

SOFTWARE €37 DISC), SUPPLIES. HARDWARE.
NF‘W' SUP
2t aned A
A cruar- venee P
PAGE PUB]T";HE.R ........ £25.00
The ultimate DTP packoags for
PICTURE DISCS 1 & 2. 12.50 cmacuy
Clip—art for Page FublishersStop Press.
DISC=BASE. .. . v e £12.50
Autematic dise organiser and file findec
HOME ACCOUNTS.........£15.00
Comprehensive personal Tinance package.
GENERAL LEDGER 6128...£30.00
Computerised small business cash—book.

Many Other Programs Available Ineludiang
Cruar Fr-com rradys o5

un()/%nn/s'ﬂ\n LO1LO £

NEW! 3" DRIVE REVIVER KIT £10.00

Drive Belt, Cleaner., DIY Instructions.

COLOUR PRINTING PACKAGE..£199.00
Seikosha SL—96 24 pin with tractor feood,
colour/mone ribbons. cable. Superb NLG.

3.5" DISC DRIVE PACKAGE...£79.95
TEAC second drive unit for the CPC range
i witch, PSU, cables. software.

PLEASE ADD £31 .00 PER TTEM
S LIS 3 S o0 (HARDWARE?
SEND CHEQUES/POs/ACCESS/VISA DETAILS OR
AN S_A_E. FOR OUR 12—PAGE CPC CATALOGUE.
PCW AND PPC PRODUCT RANGE ALSO AVAILABLE.
TOIN R MAILING LIST FOR F :




Richard Fairhurst remains
unsunk by heat, fries fo
avert an art attack, and
proves he is an expert on
PCW-CPC connections.

QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS
Exciting topics
no. 28

I have been advised to write to you to help me
find a good stock management program in the
public domain.

What | need is a program that can handle
5000 items, probably in a series of files, with
facilities for stock number, stock quantity,
stock reorder level, stock reorder quanhly

number r for
catalogue numbers for sales purposes, cost
reference and sales reference and a tabulate
facility across the page for any of the fields to
be printed in any order.

I'was told that if anybody knows of such a
program it would be Richard Fairhurst, so, can
you help me please?

Roy Everatt, Braintree

There's nothing quite so sophisticated as a
stock management program available, I'm
afraid. Well, there is one (Steck Contred by
Scott Giddins], but it's really rather simplistic for
your needs.

I'd recommend using a really good database:
Rambase 3 (see page 6 is your best bet if you have
128K, or PowerBase 2 if you only have 64K,

This might be a bit awkward in some
circumstances, for example, removing one item
fram stock necessitates a whole ‘Edit’ action — but
it's the best you'll get.

Feel the heat
A few weeks age my 6128 suddenly
stopped working, so | went down to the
local electronic repairs place (they usually do
videos) and they charged me AS40 to get it
working again.
They said the Z80 had blown, which sunm!s
pretty major, but fine, | can afford such
repairs. Yesterday it did it again, and
when | opened the case it sure

felt pretty hot. | bought a
/ 2

new one, cheap,
from the
local
electronics
superstore,
but | don't

want to bother with this again, so what can | do
to stop it happening once more?
Scott Roberts, New South Wales

You could try going back to your repair

shop and asking for some money back

because their original shoddy repair didn't
last, however, they might not be cooperative.
Amyway, get hold of some heat sink paste (such as
Unick, see battom left) from an electronics shop,
and find a bit of heat sink (the metal part which
removes heal from electronic equipment) - try a
disused transformer or Spectrum.

Stick this on to the top of your 280 with the heat
sink paste (bemg careful not to Bk your fingers, it is
fairly towic), make sure that it's not touching the
metal of any chip legs, and wait for this to dry. Your
CPC should then be back in full working arder.

P Wuul'd it be possible to
make the printer from the
PCW compatible with the
464 Plus?

3 Would I need to install the
disc drive interface wh

think you

for in AA217 | don't mind if 2
little soldering is in order.
Jason Barber, Thetford

Part 2

My daughter and 50M-in-|

1Th

1 visited them for

Christmas, and took a few of
scs, hoping that
5 some way of

getting them working for the
children — but no joy.

Is there any w
convert the word processor
to a CPC to load a game like

Monopol
Als

the PC Emu!atnr is

applicable.

George Hales, Coventry

Circuit training -
the CampurSoft DIY ROM box.

Only re-connect
My little brother broke the connector
'on our disc drive. Thinking it was useless
we gave away all our discs including CP/M
(dohl]. Is there a replacement file or disc
copier available, prefarably PD? | have a
formatter. Would a ParaDOS ROM be a suitable
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alternative?
I am also
thinking about getting
a ROM box. How would |
connect it with my DDI-1
plugged in?

Is the Protext ROM still available,
from Arnor or any other supplier?

Do you recommend the DES ROM? (Please
say yes, as | want to show this te my mum.)

Is it possible to build your own ROM box? |
am a very good instruction follower, although
an electronics novice.

My final batch of questions...

I am thinking of getting a 3.5-inch disc
drive. If | get ParaD0S, will this format 800K?
Which drive do you recommend? Would it be
possible to use an Amiga's external drive and
still use it for the Amiga?

John Herbert, Harlow

try the SD
Microsystems
model, for example
. (= 01953 483750). ParaD0S
does format to B00K. Amiga
external drives are basically the same as
CPC 3.54inch drives, bul the cabling needs a
bit of soldering before it will work on a CPC.

Perplexing printer

1 bought my son a new, ex-catalogue

6128 Plus. He decided he wanted a
printer to go with the unit so we purchased a
Citizen ABC-24 which Dixons told us was
compatible with the 6128 Plus.

When we got the printer home, we realised
that the easy-start disc supplied with the
printer was of the 3.5-inch variety, so we
decided that we would get an add-on 3.5-inch
disc drive.

With the help of Amstrad Action, we decided
on one sold by Siren Software. However, | still
cannot play the instruction disc on it. So, try as
| might, | am stuck with a printer which | can't
get to print anything other than the demo
sheets, and by using PIP, which only prints as |
type, digit for digit.

I really do need some advice before | smash
the whale blasted thing up.

RJ Angell, Cheshire

There are plenty of PO
copiers available — you eould
be forgiven for thinking that

the PO scene never comes up with
much else, in fact, Try the German
utilities Disc'oMagic or the shighthy
unreliable Crime. Allermatively,
FaraD(5 on ROM does all this and
much, much more.

A ROM box comes with a through
connector, 50 you simply shot your
DDHL in behind it, Profextis still
availzble, try () Software (= 01257

you didn't
really need to
buy the 3.5-
inch disc
drive... The
easy-start
disc is
intended for
IEM-

421915), DES 152 very good buy for

CPC novices and those who find using the standard
RS¥s to perform dise operations tricky, although
advanced users won't find much use for it.

Get ParaD03, and (if you send an A4 envelope)
instructions on how to build your own ROM Box (see
pic above and on page 21) from CampurSeft, 10
Mcintosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgaw G31 2HW
= 0141 554 4735

Most 3.54nch drives are pretty much identical,
although it's best to get one with a side switch on it,

Secret code

If you've tried to list any of the recent covertape
loaders you might be puzzled to find a tiny.
program consisting of one machine code CALL
and a RUN statement. A cursor-controlled menu
repleta with AA logo can hardly be crammed into
two lines of BASIC, can it? And, as for the
transfer to disc routine...

The covertape menu, unsurprisingly, is
actually written in machine code. There's no
ather way of doing the tape-to-disc code, and it
makes for a friendlier display. However, there
are reasons for wanting it to be a BASIC
program: one example is that loading BASIC
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FCs, not
CPCs.
There's no way this disc will work on your 6128
Plus, even if the disc size is the same. However,
you'll be pleased to know that printing from your
Plus is in fact very easy.

As you have obtained some success from
CP/M's PIP command, it seems that the printer is
plugged in correctly with the right lead. So let's say
that you want to print the words ‘Hello world'. Switch
on your printer and 6128 Plus, select Amstrad

As easy as... except it's not.

programs (as some ap are)
from a machine code menu would be well-nigh
impossible.

The solution, then, is to have a BASIC
program CALLing a machine code routine.
Usualty, this would be done either by loading in
the machine code from disc, or poking it in from
DATA statements. For reasons of speed and
space, though, the machine code in the
covertape menu is contdined in the same file as
the BASIC.

A BASIC program starts at address £170.
With a short (two-line!] program such as the
menu, it's over by &1A0: use a monitor [such as
Maxam) to see where the first free part of
memary is. This is the ideal place to locate your
machine code routine. The only problem is

Coveriape
clinic

€PC 464, CPC 6128, CPC 464 Plus

ACTION
4ci]

«'SCREEN DUMP

Art breaker
| have a 464 Plus. When | load the 464
ersion of your covertape program [AALO7}
the program loads okay, but the
definition is poor, When the
airs are moved to the menu icons the
menu bar appears at the top of the screen

but the text is unreadable.

| bought this as a back issue.

BASIC, and type PRINT#E, “Hello world.” The
sentence should appear on the printer. You can do
the same with any sentence you like and word
processors like Protext and Tasword should also
print happily to your Citizen.

To get effects like bold and italics, though, you
need to set the printer into Epson-compatible mode
— check the printer manual for how to do this. Sadly,
graphics printing on 24-pin printers, like yours, is
generally not well catered for by CPC programs, so
youll have less luck with Stop Press, Advanced Art
Studio, and the like. You'll still find the 3.54nch disc
drive useful, especially now that JHnch discs are
nighvon impossible to buy at reasonable rates.

«combining the two and saving them out into oné
file. You could write a special routine to load both
files in and save them out together, but it's
arguably easier to PEEK and copy out the bytes
making up the BASIC program (from &170 to
&19F, for example), and then insert them using
defb at the start of the machine code source file.

To finish off, you need to make sure that the
file in question is marked as BASIC, not machine
code. Again, you can write a special program to
lead it in and save it out with filetype 0. If you're
Just doing a one-off, though, you might as well
take a Sector Editor to the first sector of the file,
replace the 02 in the header (binary file) with 00
{unprotected BASIC), making sure to decrement
the two-byte checksum at bytes 67 and 68
accordingly, and save the sector.



lot of the letters that AA receives concern
themsehes with the noa-availability of CPC
oftware. You've got a greater chance of
getting a squeal of enjoyment from watching Denis
Norden's attempts at humou than finding a major
chain store with & blast of CPC software.

The way ahead for some time now has been meil
order. You know that there is an abendance of top
quality independent software praducers springing up
at a raring rate, but did you know that you can buy a
vast range of CPC goodies cheaply? Here are some
suggestions to help you find the bargains...

A cottage industry has grown up arcund the
second-hand market, after allif that is the only way
you can get hold of software then so be it
® Advantage: the gear is dirt cheap, so cheap ip
fact that you could get hold of eight second-hand
budget tapes for the price of a brand-new one. Why

Bargain
hunters start

10 Mcintosh Court, Wellpark,

01415 x 0141 227 4436
King Arthu omain, Brympton Cottage,
Brunswick Rd, Worthing, Sussex BN11 3NQ
ax.01903 206739
above)

URUG, 26 Uplands Crescent, Fareham, Hants.
FO16 75Y = 01329 234291
WACCI, 7 Brunswood Green, Hawarden,

Deeside, Clywd CHS 3JA = 01244 534942
8BIT, Harrowden, 39 High 5tn
Sutton-in-the-lzle, Ely, Cambs CBE 2RA

= 01353 777006

David Crookes buys an armful of newsprint,
unsheathes and sharpens his scissors, and hopes

BARGAINS

that the first cut will be the cheapest.

not you, and not now, we hope.

Af's Angela Cook has set up Merin-Serve, a

business selling second-user software and

equipment at the lowest prices possible. Angelz, hit
upon 2 beautiful concept. She looked at the situation
ime and decided that if brandnew software
being released then the only option was to
gather up lots of sscond-hand gear and let you delve
into the wares and come out with a bargain.

The service is briliant. This is quite a diversion
for AA because | don't think we have ever reviewed a
software supplier before, but what the heck, you

of t
was

n2ed to know.

The service is magical

Fast and friendly are the key words surrounding
Merlir-Serve. So many people are put off from
ordering seconchand software from individuals that
a service such 25 this should help non-trusters to
get in on the act. You could say it is the best thing

o happen to the CPC in years,
Angels has lots
50p, meny

few pieces of hardware,
magazines and spare
parts. In short, you should
find & bargain. She even buys
your uwanted stuff and consider
good way fo clear
25 and [et others take
advantage of your unngedad goodies,

There's more. Angela's dad rns 2 PD
library called King Arthur's Domain £0 you
could do all your shepping in one go.
(Better than QVC - the shopping channal -
toa, not keast because there’s something of
interest to you in it.)

WACC, that infamous club, has setup a
Market Stall for its members.

“Which market is that located in?” 1001
readers up and down the country are
asking themseives. Well when it says
Market Stall, it is actually a reference to a
page that is set aside in WACCI for
mermbers to sell their excess software and
hardware and plead for wanted goods. It's
@ bit like AA's small ads except that people
who place wanted ads are recorded and
matched to sellers so, as WACCI Editor

¢ when 2 used one is just as good?
ntage: not many people know of
these services 50 are missing out. However,

of cassette games for only
dise offerings for £3, quite 2

Paul Dwerryhouse says,

“He who wants, falks to he that has.”

The publication SBIT iformerty 8-bit Mart)
provides an magazne devoted to adverts. This is
not 3 pure seccadhand fest but there is a large
amount of classified advertisements which may
provide just what you are locking for, at ridiculousty
cheap prices, If's worth taking a look.

Don’t be had

‘What if you don't ike buying things secend-hand for
fear of getting rubbish in return for your cash? There
is & rigk when you buy used goods that what you
receive has been played abaut with so much that it
has become as worn as Damea Hill's tyres,
Members of the two major user groups, WAGCE
and the United Amstrad User Group (UALIG), can
claim a discount on a petpeurri of goodies from
respected soffies such as S0 Microsystems and
CampurSoft. Al you need to do is subscribe to
either ane of the clubs and save stacks of moclah.
Then, there are the AA reader ads isee page
15). They are free, they cover the whole CPC scene,
and because they are a section within A4 you get &
bargain before you even start putting biro to grid,
What are you waiting for?

In A4 small
[ads) is
beavtiful.
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|ssugs Don’t miss out! All the cover discs, all the tips and
all the hot-off the-press information for less money!
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= 1 back issue £2.50
| 2 back issues ...cccceeeveneecec. £4.50
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All extra issves.....add £1.50 for each J
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Wnside: The weirdest and most pointiess ssftwars and harduire
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RALLE Covertage: Samurai Trilegy, Power Spell. hside:
Setware: . Is s ba

Pled: ik yor KeySoard with your kystick.
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Amstrad Action Back Issuves

Name 1 would like the following back issues...

Address : |
Cost of back issues - £0]0]

Post code Phone No Please add cost of postage and packagi £ |

Method of payment (please tick) Total cost ___ OO0 |

Access |:| Visa |:| Cheque j PO U Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to Future

Cradit Card o) [Peaumes e | Epiry dates b - | Publishing Limited, and send the whole lot off to:

Postage and packing rates (per order] ; Amstrad Action Back Issues, Future Publishing, FREEPOST,

®UK £1 @Europe £2 ® Rest of the world £4 Somerton, Somerset TAL1 6BR. No stamp needéd within the UK.




